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MAGNET APPOINTS DIRECTOR OF MANUFACTURING COMPETITIVENESS

Area Manufacturing Executive Tapped to Lead the Charge

CLEVELAND – June 29, 2006 – MAGNET: the Manufacturing Advocacy and Growth Network announced today the appointment of Michael S. Pezo to lead its Manufacturing Competitiveness program on behalf of companies in Northeast Ohio.
The appointment launches a significant range of activities designed to create competitive advantage for manufacturers by providing direct access to resources and best practices, extensive opportunities for networking and regional collaboration to advance Northeast Ohio to a position of leadership in the global manufacturing supply chain.
Mr. Pezo is responsible for the development of programs designed to encourage Northeast Ohio manufacturing companies to adopt the most modern, innovative manufacturing strategies and techniques; the creation of a clearinghouse for individual manufacturers who seek assistance from service providers in the region; organizing opportunities for manufacturers to network in Northeast Ohio; and, showcasing manufacturing companies which exemplify best practices through tours, conferences, seminars and workshops. In conjunction with the World Trade Center of Cleveland, MAGNET will create the Global Sourcing Center under Pezo’s leadership to link Northeast Ohio manufacturers to a global access platform, starting initially with China, to expand growth opportunities for the region.

Pezo, a native to Northeast Ohio, most recently served as Operations Manager at Fibermark, a multi-plant producer of specialty fiber-based material in Lowville, New York. Before joining Fibermark, he was Vice President of Manufacturing for Preformed Line Products in Mayfield Village, Ohio; Manager of Industrial Engineering for Keithley Instruments in Solon, Ohio; Senior Manufacturing Engineer for Gilford Instruments in Oberlin, Ohio; and, Industrial Engineer for Apex Fiberglass Products, a division of White Consolidated Industries in Cleveland.

Mr. Pezo will work closely with a newly appointed Council of regional manufacturing leaders led by its chairman Ron Auletta, Chief Executive Officer of GED Integrated Solutions in Twinsburg, Ohio.  Members of this new Council include:
MANUFACTURING COMPETITIVENESS COUNCIL
Ron Auletta*

Chief Executive Officer – GED Integrated Solutions

Joseph Bergen*

Chief Executive Officer – SAJAR Plastics

Peter Broer*

President – Lumitex, Inc.

Paul Chicone

President – Vinyl Tool & Die, Inc.

Dan Cochran

Chief Executive Officer – Pressco

Mark Di Lillo

Chief Executive Officer – Endura Plastics

Joseph Halter Jr.

President – Solmet Technologies

Rod Howell

President – Libra Industries

Steve Kirk

Chief Executive Officer – Lubrizol

Mark Lerner

President & Chief Operating Officer – GOJO Industries

Max Macesich

Quality Manager – General Electric

Jim Ragsdale

Vice President, Sales – Channel Products

Rick Wuescher

Vice President, Operations – Akron Brass

Jack Turben*

Chairman – Kirtland Capital Partners

Chris Varley

Vice President – NorTech

*Current MAGNET Board Member

“Mike’s depth of operations experience inside Northeast Ohio-based manufacturing companies brings a unique understanding of the immediate needs of manufacturers in our region. We are pleased to have him join our efforts which are already underway,” said Auletta. “Based on the interest we’ve had for the inaugural best practices plant tour which took place last week, we believe we are on the right track to help manufacturers become more productive and competitive.”
MAGNET President Steve Gage added, “Once again our efforts have garnered an extraordinary vote of support and confidence from the manufacturing leadership community.  The enthusiasm and strength of this Council representation along with the addition of Mike Pezo will put MAGNET on the fast track to achieving exciting milestones this year. We will utilize this combined experience and know-how to deliver superior results on behalf of the region.”

The Manufacturing Competitiveness program will soon release a calendar of best practices plant tours to convene small groups of manufacturers to share knowledge and advice during a tour led by, in many cases, the host company’s Chief Executive Officer to help encourage the adoption of productivity and quality systems and methodologies.  Other initiatives will include:

· The launch of a comprehensive clearinghouse of service providers for manufacturers in the summer of 2006;

· A series of networking opportunities for manufacturers throughout the 16-county service area of MAGNET;

· An aggressive schedule of innovation-focused events and training opportunities; and,

· A sourcing Center for manufacturers seeking to do business in China

MAGNET (www.magnetwork.org) is the voice for Northeast Ohio manufacturers and their "one stop shop” for high quality services and human resources needed to compete more effectively in the global economy. Through its direct services division, CAMP Services, MAGNET assists Ohio manufacturers to compete and grow with business consulting, product development and innovation services, and entrepreneurial assistance and incubation for emerging manufacturing/technology firms. MAGNET’s initiatives have generated more than $1 billion in economic impact for the region since 1984. 
###

Attachment: 
Michael S. Pezo biography









