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          TITLES

          a train moves lazily through snowy Michigan farmland in the

          first light of morning. Gradually we notice signs of

          civilization (houses, etc.) until finally we see we are at

          the edge of a town. The song "Magnet and Steel" by Walter

          Egan is playing over top. The train passes fields and

          farmhouses and the edge of a veteran's cemetery (as we see

          little flags on the graves). Finally it passes a somewhat

          quirky but very comfy and quaint house nestled in the woods.

          The camera pans off the train through a window into the

          house. The camera gently wafts through the house noticing

          bits and pieces of evidence that two people had a romantic

          encounter. We see a wine bottle with two paper cups, a

          stereo still on, a sweater on the floor, more clothes moving

          up the steps towards the bedrooms. We go up those stairs

          into Garry's room, which we see is strewn with comic books

          and novels and plays and a newspaper showing us the date of

          December 18, 1975. We see a drawing board with a provocative

          naked barbarian girl lounging on a throne. Then we see Nora

          in bed asleep. Out the window we begin to see flashes of

          light betraying movement of someone in the rising sun. We

          follow out the window to a yard on the side of the house

          where Garry swings in an old tire swing, reveling in what

          has just happened, as the song still plays over top. As the

          titles end, we see him back inside sitting on the floor in

          his bedroom reading Tennessee Williams' "Camino Royal" by a

          desk lamp put on to the floor, so as not to disturb Nora.
          Int. Garry's bedroom early morning

                              NORA

          Waking up.

                    Garry? Garry, where are you?

                              GARRY

          Peeking from the book.

                    Hi.

                              NORA

                    Where are my glasses? I can't see

                    without my glasses.

                              GARRY

                    You know, I think you left them

                    downstairs.
                              NORA

          Giggling.

                    Yeah, you're right. That's where

                    this started.

                              GARRY

          Standing and looking at her in bed.

                    Bet you look better to me than I do

                    to you.

                              NORA

                    Who? Where?

          She mimes being blind and laughs.

                              GARRY

                    How do you feel?

                              NORA

                    Hungry. Garry Thank you.

                              NORA

          Laughs.

                    Proud of yourself?

                              GARRY

                    Well, if I say no I'm in worse

                    trouble, huh?

                              NORA

          Throws off the covers.

                    C'mere.

          Garry's pounces into bed and embraces Nora in what can only

          be seen as an intense physical and emotional communication.

          His intensity is huge as is her surrender to it.

                                                     DISSOLVE TO:

          INT. NICHOLS PIZZA LATER THAT DAY

          Nichols is part of a chain and looks very much like Dominos.

          The time is about 4:00 PM, close to opening. Belle Connally,

          a cute sixteen year-old girl works behind the counter with

          her older sister Lisa, 17. Both wear white aprons and

          Nichols Pizza hats. Will Rupp, a ruddy looking 17 year-old

          boy is standing somewhat in the back looking tired.
                              LISA

          To Belle, while stocking ingredients, pouring sauce, etc.

          and looking at the clock.

                    I knew this would happen. Anytime

                    Nora meets somebody new, somebody

                    different, she has to fuck him.

                              BELLE

                    You don't know she slept with him.

                              LISA

                    Nora's my friend like... five

                    years! I know her better than

                    anyone!

                              BELLE

                    I'm just saying you don't know it

                    'til it happens.

                              LISA

                    I know it.

                              BELLE

                    Okay, fine. You're going to hate

                    her now?

                              LISA

                    No. I'm gonna be there when she

                    comes crawling to me after this

                    guy... You know! Of course that's

                    what I'm gonna do.

                              BELLE

                    What's his name? Garrison?

                              LISA

          Spits it out.

                    GARRISON BEAKMAN! Whose daddy heads

                    the English Department at the U of

                    M. Garrison Beakman, the genius who

                    graduated at 13, who speaks 5

                    languages, whose gonna be rich and

                    famous, whose paintings hang at

                    Rackham...

                              BELLE

                    He paints?

                              LISA

                    He disgusts me.
                              BELLE

                    Is he cute?

                              LISA

                    Feh!

          Eddie, the manager of the shop, enters. Eddie is in his late

          30s and of English heritage. He's balding a bit and getting

          just a tad fat. He looks like he's lived a pretty wild life.

                              EDDIE

                    Hey, come on. Heat up. This is

                    Saturday night during midterms. And

                    all your high school brethren who

                    aren't working are on Christmas

                    Holiday. We're gonna get

                    slaughtered!

                              LISA

                    Nora isn't here yet!

                              EDDIE

                    She said she'd be late.

                              LISA

                    How late?

                              EDDIE

                    Half hour. Said her car broke down.

                              LISA

          To herself.

                    Yeah, right.

                              EDDIE

          To Will.

                    Hey, you're driving the mammoth

                    tonight.

                              WILL

                    All right.

          Phone rings.

                              LISA

          Answering.

                    Nichols. Yeah...

          She begins to take an order.
                              BELLE

          To Will.

                    You heard?

                              WILL

                    Heard what?

                              BELLE

                    Oh. I better not tell you.

                              EDDIE

                    I'm gone.

          He goes into his office.

                              WILL

                    What?

                              BELLE

                    It's not that you're not supposed

                    to know it. It's just that I don't

                    want to be the one to tell you.

                              WILL

                    What?

                              BELLE

                    Nothing.

                              WILL

                    Tell me.

                              BELLE

                    No... I want Lisa to tell you.

                              WILL

                    Christ, Belle... Do you women lead

                    guys on by reflex?

                              BELLE

                    I resent that! It's something

                    that's going to make you kind of

                    mad.

                              WILL

                    I'm kind of mad now!

                              LISA

                    Nora slept with your friend...

          Shouts.

                    GARRISON! TWO LARGE WITH PEPPERONI,

                    ONE WITH SAUSAGE. THREE MEDIUM WITH

                    EVERYTHING. SIX COKES!

                              WILL

          Stunned.

                    What?

                              BELLE

          Runs around doing stuff.

                    I'm sorry. I know you like Nora...

                    Well, she met him the other night.

                    You've been gone all week. Lisa

                    says you know him. Garrison?

                              WILL

                    Yeah. Yeah, I know him.

                              LISA

                    Pick up the pieces yet again...

                              BELLE

                    Garry's a nice guy, right?

                              WILL

                    Huh?

                              BELLE

                    I mean, maybe he's all right for

                    her.

          Will cannot answer. They all look up and see the beautiful

          Nora at the back door having just come in, dressed in her

          Nichols shirt. Then Garry steps in after her holding car

          keys.

                              NORA

                    Hi.

                              GARRY

          Recognizing Will.

                    Will.

          Phones ring and Lisa and Belle grab them.

                              LISA

          Calling to Nora.

                    It's gonna be a busy night. We

                    already got four pies in the works

                    and it's only 4:15.

                              NORA

                    Okay.

          To Garry as she leads him to the front of the store where

          she will be working behind the counter.

                    Well, um...

                              GARRY

                    Pick you up?

                              NORA

          Looks about her. Unsure.

                    I'll get home. You need sleep.

                              GARRY

                    Okay. I'll... Whatever.

          She thinks on it and decides not to kiss Garry but

          uncomfortably waves.

                              LISA

                    Look, we're pretty busy, so...

                              GARRY

                    Sure. Sorry.

                              NORA

                    Bye.

          Garry looks towards the back door to leave, but seeing Will

          is there he decides to head out front. We follow him as he

          jogs around to the back of the place to his car. He sees

          Will coming out behind him. They both get into their cars.

          They sense each other's presence and hesitate for a moment.

          The scene ends with both their cars pulling out the driveway

          in opposite directions. The same shot is kept as time passes

          and the sky darkens. House lights come on. We move until

          closing time 2:00 AM. We hear giggling and the back door of

          Nichols opening.

                                                     DISSOLVE TO:

          EXT. SIDEWALK NEAR BELLE AND LISA'S HOME LATER THAT NIGHT.

          We see Lisa and Belle walking into our screen. They are

          huddled together to keep warm as they walk home. They are

          obviously both a little drunk.

                              LISA

                    God, I'm cold! I should never drink

                    Eddie's damn gin.
                              BELLE

                    You could've let him give us a

                    ride.

                              LISA

                    No. He'd want to go somewhere.

                              BELLE

                    I wouldn't mind going somewhere.

                              LISA

                    Aren't you tired?

                              BELLE

                    Yeah. So?

                              LISA

                    You're young.

                              BELLE

                    One year younger than you! You

                    don't want to have any fun.

                              LISA

                    I'm mad!

                              BELLE

                    You're not going to be cleaning up

                    after everyone.

                              LISA

                    Just Nora and you.

                              BELLE

                    Me? Why me?

                              LISA

                    'Cause you'll get all wound up in

                    Will and how bad he's feeling and

                    you'll... You know.

                              BELLE

                    You know, what?

                              LISA

                    Probably do him.

                              BELLE

                    I will not! How dare you say that!

                              LISA

                    You so want to.

                              BELLE

                    I do not! That's awful!

                              LISA

                    Oh, you don't get it. It's about

                    awful you dumb girl! Awful is sexy!

                              BELLE

                    Oh, jeez. Gross.

                              LISA

                    Fuck fuck fuck fucking!

          We hear someone yelling "Yeah!" to what Lisa just said and

          suddenly driving up we see Eddie driving both Will and Nora

          in the back seat.

                              EDDIE

                    Ahlo!

                              LISA

                    God, here they are.

                              BELLE

                    Hi. Where you going, Eddie?

                              NORA

          From the back, obviously buzzed.

                    Nowhere fast!

                              WILL

                    Be faster if I was driving.

                              EDDIE

          To Will.

                    Eat me, ya' tourist!

                              LISA

                    I'm going home.

                              NORA

                    Oh, come on, Lisa! Let's have fun!

                              WILL

                    Yeah. Come on. Maybe we'll see

                    zombies!

                              LISA

                    I'm a zombie.

          She walks away.
                              BELLE

                    Lisa, come on!

          To others.

                    She's pissed.

                              EDDIE

                    So are we.

          No one gets it.

                    English joke.

                              BELLE

                    We had a fight about sex.

                              EDDIE

                    Boy, I wanna watch that.

                              NORA

                    Lisa! I have to talk to you.

                              LISA

                    See, Belle! See?! This is how it

                    starts!

                              BELLE

                    Don't talk about Nora like she's

                    not here!

                              EDDIE

                    Oh, God. Shut up!

          He pops in a tape of loud raunchy Faces music. Belle jumps

          in the car and Lisa eventually relents and follows and they

          all roll away.

                                                          CUT TO:

          INT. GARRY'S BEDROOM SAME TIME

          Garry alone at home. He's drawing a very good fantasy

          pencil of a nude Nora. Around him we see a better view of

          his room. There are books and comics everywhere, posters on

          the wall from Picasso to Berni Wrightson. He is sort of

          licking his lips as he draws.

          There is a knock at the door.

                              GARRY

                    Yes.

          The door opens and Garry's mom Jenny pokes her head in. She

          is fiftyish with a very sweet face. She looks both silly and

          wise.

                              JENNY

                    You alone tonight?

                              GARRY

          Looks about his empty room.

                    Uh..

                              JENNY

                    I mean are you doing anything

                    tonight?

                              GARRY

                    Just this.

                              JENNY

          Noticing the nude woman in the fantasy drawing.

                    I see.

                              GARRY

                    Great. Ain't it?

                              JENNY

                    You have a talent to do some real

                    work if you ever decide to.

                              GARRY

                    I thank you, I think. I "think"

                    you.

                              JENNY

                    I don't know why you insist on

                    dealing with this subject matter.

          Camera focuses on the vagina of the naked woman.

                              GARRY

                    I'm more subtle than Georgia

                    O'Keefe.

                              JENNY

                    Where were you last night?

                              GARRY

                    I got home late.

                              JENNY

                    By yourself?

                              GARRY

                    No. You guys were asleep.

                              JENNY

                    May I ask?

                              GARRY

                    She's my age. High school senior.

                    Her name is Nora.

                              JENNY

                    Nora.

                              GARRY

                    Nora Strickland. Say hi.

          Points to the drawing.

                              JENNY

                    Ah. Hm...

          Suddenly she looks at the drawing with interest and then

          feels embarrassment at doing so, and looks away.

                    Her father isn't Avil Strickland,

                    is it?

                              GARRY

                    Um. Yeah, Avil. "Avil and the

                    Detectives." It stuck in my head.

                              JENNY

                    Oh, no. It couldn't be. Oh, but it

                    has to be. It's just too perfect!

                    Garry, that's Avil Strickland's

                    daughter!

                              GARRY

                    I will say I knew that.

                              JENNY

                    Garry...

          She points to the nude again, and then once again looks

          away.

                    Avil Strickland served with your

                    father!

                              GARRY

          Thinks.

                    Did I know that? I did know that.

                    Wow.

                              JENNY

                    How'd you meet her?

                              GARRY

                    Getting pizza. She works in Stone

                    Plaza.

                              JENNY

                    Of all the chance happenings.

                              GARRY

                    Not that much chance. I've seen her

                    for months now. Just didn't know

                    what to say.

                              JENNY

                    You're not shy with women.

                              GARRY

                    Her I was. She's beautiful. I mean

                    seriously beautiful. It's a whole

                    different ballgame with some women.

          Looks at his drawing.

                    Jesus... Look at her.

                              JENNY

          Realizing she is shocked.

                    You SLEPT with her the first date?

                              GARRY

                    Oh, yeah. It was amazing.

                              JENNY

                    Oh, dear. This is... Oh, dear.

                              GARRY

                    Mom, it's all right. I like her. I
                    really like her. I mean, more...

                              JENNY

                    She's your father's... Well, her

                    father KNOWS yours.

                              GARRY

                    What?

                              JENNY

                    Well, KNEW him. Garry, that man is

                    as close to a relative as he has.

                    Well, after a fashion. The bonds of

                    soldiers are special. Your

                    father...

                              GARRY

                    Mom, wait.

                              JENNY

                    We can't just be cavalier.
                              GARRY

                    Mom, reality... We've never met

                    him. She only moved here two years

                    ago. Dad's not close to him. He

                    can't be.

                              JENNY

                    He's close enough to have told me

                    he moved here. I knew that. They

                    just haven't had a chance to get

                    together.

                              GARRY

                    Come on, mom. You don't believe

                    that. Dad wants to forget the war.

                    Put it in the past 'cause it

                    doesn't matter. I wouldn't be

                    surprised if Avil didn't feel the

                    same way. So what if they served

                    together. What did they serve in?

                    Hell.

                              JENNY

                    You weren't alive then. I'm sorry,

                    but it isn't something you or he

                    should forget.

                              GARRY

                    I'm just saying it is what it is.

                    I'm fine with meeting her dad. I'm

                    fine with you meeting her. Mom... I

                    think I'm in love with her.

                              JENNY

                    Really?

                              GARRY

                    I've never felt like this.

                              JENNY

                    Are you sure it's love, dear, and

                    not just intense infatuation?

                              GARRY

                    Why should it be infatuation?

                    Haven't I HAD infatuation?

                              GARRY

                    You've dated girls older than you.

                    You've never been with someone on

                    your own emotional level.

                              GARRY

                    That's ALL I've been with.

                              JENNY

                    No, dear. Those girls were playing

                    with you. Good play. Enjoyable

                    play. Important for growth and

                    maturity, but play nonetheless.

                              GARRY

                    I'm not agreeing with this, but no

                    matter... Mom... You ever get stray

                    memories that come at you out of

                    nowhere?

                              JENNY

                    What do you mean?

                              GARRY

                    I was just thinking about the

                    Homecoming Parade.

                              JENNY

                    The Homecoming Parade?

                              GARRY

                    The one in '66 that dad took me to

                    with uncle Manny. The one with the

                    big Minnesota Golden Gopher float

                    all trussed up in a trap... With

                    all the... Magic, wow...

                              JENNY

                    Garry, dear, this is not a you I'm

                    used to.

                              GARRY

                    Me either.

          We see Garry stare into space as the song "For Emily

          Wherever I May Find Her" comes up. Garry looks out the

          window and is soon walking through a snowy street light lit

          street, seeing scenes here and there from his life,

          remembrances, moments such as the Homecoming Parade of 1966

          that combine to make him who he is. Finally he sees Nora

          wrapped in light and snow standing far away, a strange wispy

          figure beckoning.

                                                     DISSOLVE TO:

          EXT. THE VETERANS CEMETERY SAME TIME

          The group is in Eddie's car. The song "Don't Try to Lay No

          Boogie Woogie on the King of Rock and Roll" is playing as

          they barrel along up to what is obviously the veterans

          cemetery.

                              EDDIE

                    Gates of hell. Necropolis. The end.

                              WILL

                    My old friend...

                              EDDIE

                    Don't quote that pissant Morrison.

                    So, do we get about and roam

                    tonight?

                              BELLE

                    What? Through the gravestones?

                              EDDIE

                    No, through the bloody traffic!

          He gets out and the other follow him into the cemetery.

                              WILL

                    A girl got drunk and balled the

                    dead.

                              EDDIE

                    Shut it with the fucking Doors!

                              BELLE

          To Will.

                    Do you think Morrison's really

                    dead?

                              EDDIE

                    Hope so.

                              BELLE

                    What's it feel like to be in love,

                    Nora?

                              LISA

                    She's not in love with him.

                              BELLE

                    Shut up!

                              LISA

                    You're hopeless!

          To Nora.

                    You never see from one relationship

                    to the next that it's the same

                    thing over and over again! Do you?

                              BELLE

                    You're so mean.

                              LISA

                    I'm not mean. I know Nora! And I

                    know the kind of men you attract! I

                    know the kind of men you want! And

                    they all have just one thing in

                    common. They will hurt you!

                              BELLE

                    That's terrible!

                              EDDIE

                    Right. Well, this was a good idea.

                              BELLE

                    Nora, tell her she's wrong.

                              LISA

                    She wouldn't know the right man if

                    she was standing next to him,

                    because there is no right man!

                    There's only men, and some you get

                    along with and some you don't. And

                    there are reasons why you get along

                    with some and not with others, and

                    those reasons have to do with

                    things like what you have in

                    common, and who your parents are

                    and even how much money you have...

                    That's it, Nora. You can't be in

                    love with someone unless you were

                    meant to be.

                              NORA

                    Lisa, just... Just please try to

                    understand.

                              LISA

                    I've known you since you were

                    thirteen. I love you. I don't want

                    to see you hurt.

                              NORA

                    I know, but... He's different.

                              LISA

                    They all are.

                              NORA

                    He IS different. In some ways not,

                    but... He cares, Lisa. I just felt

                    this right away from him how much he cares.

                              BELLE

                    Hey, where's Will?

                              NORA

                    He's...

          Looks about her.

                              LISA

                    He must have gone into the

                    cemetery.

                              BELLE

                    Will?

                              LISA

                    Don't worry. He's okay.

                              BELLE

                    Hold my hand.

          The three girls grab hands. They tread off into the

          graveyard.

                                                          CUT TO:

          ext. deeper in cemetery same time

          Will is alone walking amidst the tombstones drinking a beer.

          He continues to stroll and eventually sits on a headstone.

                              WILL

                    I do so belong here.

                              GARRY

          From off screen

                    Hey.

                              WILL

                    JESUS! Motherfuck!

                              GARRY

                    Sorry. I knew one way or the other

                    I'd have to shock you. I figured

                    I'd just go ahead and do it.

                              WILL

                    How long have you been here?

                              GARRY

                    Just got here, more or less. Came

                    in by the bridge.

          Points.

                              WILL

                    Oh. Yeah.

                              GARRY

                    I thought you might be here by now.

                              WILL

                    I may stay here.

                              GARRY

                    Can we talk?

                              WILL

                    What about?

                              GARRY

                    You know.

                              WILL

                    Yeah. Yeah, I do.

                              GARRY

                    I didn't know you were working with

                    her. I didn't even know you were

                    working there.

                              WILL

                    Yeah. We've been on different tracks.
          Laughs bitterly.

                    Different SIDES of the tracks.

                              GARRY

                    Um, how's your mom?

                              WILL

                    Since my dad ran off, quit his job,

                    disappeared and left us with

                    nothing? She's been fine.

                              GARRY

                    I... heard.

                              WILL

                    Your mom came to visit. That was

                    gosh darn nice of her.

                              GARRY

                    What happened? To your dad?

                              WILL

                    He met a woman. I think. It

                    could've been several. We're not sure.
                              GARRY

                    Oh.

                              WILL

                    So absolutely everything's fucked

                    up.

                              GARRY

                    It's been tough?

                              WILL

                    Something in that area, yeah.

                              GARRY

                    Okay. Will Things are good for you

                    though huh?

                              GARRY

                    It's been... Yeah. I'm fine.

                              WILL

                    More than fine, superstar.

                              GARRY

                    I don't think so.

                              WILL

                    You have a perfect life.

                              GARRY

                    I...

          Eddie and the others enter.

                              EDDIE

                    Yo, boys.

                              NORA

                    Garry.

                              WILL

          Looks at Nora's reaction to seeing Garry.

                    I'm gone.

          He runs off.

                              BELLE

                    Will!

                              LISA

                    Oh, great.
                              BELLE

                    We've got to find him! Will!

                              GARRY

                    He's walking home. Don't worry. He

                    lives just down the street from me.

                              LISA

                    No, he doesn't. He lives over on

                    4th.

                              GARRY

                    4th?

                              LISA

                    4th and Hoover.

                              GARRY

                    What?

                              LISA

                    You didn't know?

                              GARRY

                    No.

                              LISA

          Smirking.

                    Hmph!

                              NORA

                    Garry...

                              LISA

                    Oh, of course!

          In frustration, leaves Garry and Nora to each other.

                              GARRY

                    Hey. Nora Hi.

                              GARRY

                    I need to take you home?

                              EDDIE

                    Why don't you? We're gonna go look

                    for my little monkey. Let him know

                    his friends are about.

                              GARRY

                    Right.

                              LISA

                    Remember what I said, Nora.

                              GARRY

                    You can talk to me you know; if you

                    got a problem.

                              LISA

                    Don't think so.

                              NORA

                    Let's go. Bye, everyone. Eddie,

                    thanks.

                              EDDIE

                    Take care, love.

                              BELLE

                    Bye, guys. Have fun!

          Garry and Nora leave.

                              EDDIE

                    This is the lad you hate so much?

                              LISA

                    Sure. Why not?

                              EDDIE

                    You children baffle me.

                                                          CUT TO:

          INT. GARRY'S CAR half hour later

          Garry driving Nora stop at her house in a newer section of

          town. They kiss. The radio plays "My Eyes Adored You" by

          Frankie Vallie and the Four Seasons.

                              NORA

                    I'm going to think about you all

                    night and all day tomorrow.

                              GARRY

                    I couldn't stop if I wanted to.

                              NORA

                    I'm in love with you. I knew it

                    from the beginning.

                              GARRY

                    Same with me. Absolutely no

                    question.

          They kiss.

                              NORA

                    Oh, God.

                              GARRY

                    You're beautiful. You're

                    intoxicating me, and I have to

                    drive.

                              NORA

                    Hee hee hee...

                              GARRY

                    Did you ever hear tell of what kids

                    used to do in cars long ago?

          They begin to embrace when a light comes up behind them. A

          car is pulling up to park behind them. They quickly stop

          what they're doing.

                              GARRY

                    Whoops.

                              NORA

                    It's my dad!

          Nervously laughs.

                    Crud!

                              GARRY

                    Are we in trouble?

                              NORA

                    Yes. No. Let's just get out.

                    Daddy's cool, but I don't want

                    to...

                              GARRY

                    Yeah. Yeah.

          They get out of the car on either side as Avil Strickland

          gets out of his car. Avil is a tall Germanic looking man.

          The image of Max Von Sydow.

                              NORA

                    Um, hi, daddy.

                              AVIL

                    Hello. It seems we're both keeping

                    late hours.

                              NORA

                    Daddy, this is... Garry.

                              AVIL

                    Hello. How are you this night?
                              GARRY

                    Hi. Good. It's great to meet you.

                              AVIL

                    The pleasure's mine. Nora, are you

                    home for the night?

                              NORA

                    Yes. Garry was dropping me off.

                    From work.

                              AVIL

                    Excellent.

                              NORA

                    Daddy, um... Well, I'm glad you're

                    here. I really wanted you two to

                    meet.

                              AVIL

                    I doubt either of us is at best

                    now, Nora. Perhaps another time.

                              NORA

                    I know, but... Garry's like you.

                    He's super smart. He speaks several

                    languages.

          Avil looks at Garry.

                              GARRY

                    Um, I really like Nora. She's,

                    she's terrific. Just a really smart

                    and caring person.

          Avil still looks at Garry.

                              NORA

                    So, anyway... Maybe we can have

                    dinner sometime? All three--

                              AVIL

                    Sie sprechen Deutsch?

                              GARRY

          At first surprised. Then recovers.

                    Ja.

                              AVIL

                    Was sonst noch?
                              GARRY

                    Ein paar andere.

                              AVIL

                    Erz├ñhl mir. Lassen Sie sich nicht

                    scheuen.

                              GARRY

                    Um... Franzsisch, Italienisch,

                    Russisch und Chinesisch.

                              AVIL

                    Wirklich?

                              GARRY

                    Vielleicht Hindi und Japanisch. Ich

                    habe nicht versucht. Wahrscheinlich

                    k├╢nnte in. .. eine Woche

                    vielleicht.

                              AVIL

                    Eine Woche?

                              NORA

                    Daddy, what are you asking him?

                              AVIL

                    Sorry, darling.

          To Garry.

                    You're out of school?

                              GARRY

                    Yeah.

                              AVIL

                    Why not off? To college or... Well,

                    to your choice?

                              NORA

                    Daddy, not now.

                              AVIL

                    Please.

          To Garry.

                    Indulge me.

                              GARRY

                    I... I don't know.
                              AVIL

                    Indeed.

          Considers something for a moment.

                    Nora, it's time to go in.

                              NORA

                    I know. We were just saying good

                    night.

                              AVIL

                    I know. It's late.

                              GARRY

                    Again... It was nice to meet you.

                              AVIL

          Thinks of something again.

                    Wait. Indulge me one more time. Is

                    your last name "Beakman" did you

                    say?

                              GARRY

                    Yes.

                              AVIL

                    Beakman. Are you by the remotest

                    chance--?

                              GARRY

                    Stephen Beakman's my father. I know

                    you two know each other. I know the

                    story. Or some of it.

                              NORA

                    Garry! Your dad knows my dad?

                              AVIL

          Looks at Garry.

                    Stephen Beakman is your father.

                              GARRY

                    Yes. Yes, he is.

                              AVIL

                    Your father... Your father... Ihr

                    Vater.

          Garry looks at Nora, a bit surprised.

                    Es ist sehr ungewhnlich, dass ich haben Sie diese Nacht.
                              GARRY

                    I'm not sure I understand.

                              AVIL

          Laughs.

                    One of those rare times for you,

                    I'm sure.

          To Nora.

                    Nora, we have to go in.

                              NORA

                    I know. We're--

                              AVIL

                    Now.

          Nora and Garry are a bit startled at Avil's insistence.

                              NORA

                    Daddy, is something...?

                              AVIL

                    Nothing's wrong.

          He continues to look at Garry.

                    Von all den au├ƒergew├╢hnlichen

                    Umstand.

                              NORA

          Verging on upset.

                    Um...

                              AVIL

                    Go on, Nora. Go on.

          A look of fear sweeps over her face. She gives Garry a final

          look and then runs off towards her house.

                              AVIL

                    Good night, Mr. Beakman.

                              GARRY

                    What was that?

                              AVIL

                    What was what?

                              GARRY

                    You just—

                              AVIL

                    Gute Nacht, oh bermenschen.

          He turns and walks away towards the house. Garry stares

          after him.

                              GARRY

          To himself.

                    Motherfucker.

                                                      DISSOLVE TO

          INT. GINO'S BURGERS THE NEXT DAY AROUND 4 PM

          Garry's parents Jenny and Stephen have just entered Gino's

          Burgers. Jenny we know. Stephen is a man in his late

          fifties/early sixties, handsome, in decent shape. In the

          background you hear the song "Rubber Bullets" by 10CC.)

                              STEPHEN

                    Jenny, I don't care right now. I'm

                    too thirsty.

                              JENNY

                    You shouldn't be drinking coke.

                              STEPHEN

                    I'll drink what I want to drink.

                    I'm nearly 60.

                              JENNY

                    I need to talk to you.

                              STEPHEN

                    Okay. Okay.

          Perusing menu on wall.

                    Man, you know the Gino Supreme

                    looks really good.

                              JENNY

                    Garry is... dating someone.

                              STEPHEN

                    Oh, God, it's got bacon. I love

                    bacon. You never make bacon.

                              JENNY

                    Stephen, listen. It turns out the

                    girl is... Well, I don't know if

                    you're going to believe this.
                              STEPHEN

                    Yessiree! I'm gonna get a Gino

                    Supreme with bacon! AND cheese!

                    Yowza!

                              JENNY

          Sighing.

                    Fine. Fine. I'll have a Tab.

                              STEPHEN

                    You got any money?

                              JENNY

          Opens her purse and begins hunting.

                    So, I want to tell you... The girl

                    is named Nora Strickland. Does that

                    ring a bell?

                              STEPHEN

          He hesitates. It obviously does, but he would rather it

          didn't.

                    Nora Strickland. Is she a teacher

                    this time?

                              JENNY

                    No, Stephen! She's a high school

                    girl! Garry's age! She's Avil

                    Strickland's daughter, Stephen!

                    Avil Srickland! Your war buddy!

                              STEPHEN

          Hesitating again. Seeming to think about a great many

          things, but only wanting to say a few.

                    Wow. She must be special. He

                    wouldn't go for the kids again if

                    she weren't

                              JENNY

                    That's a horrible thing to say!

                    Like she's some kind of commodity!

                              STEPHEN

                    They're all commodities, Jenny!

                    Kids today are all using each other

                    to learn and grow and whatever! And

                    what of it! It's great. I can't

                    imagine a better time and place to

                    be alive. Garry's got it made. God

                    bless him.
                              JENNY

                    I don't believe you.

                              STEPHEN

                    Are you sure it's this person?

                              JENNY

                    Yes. Garry told me. He met her at a

                    pizza place she worked at.

                              STEPHEN

          To himself absently.

                    Nichols...

                              JENNY

                    What?

                              STEPHEN

                    Nothing. Nothing. So, what? What is

                    he gonna do?

                              JENNY

                    What do you mean "What is he going

                    to do?" The child's in love with

                    her! He said so!

                              WOMAN BEHIND COUNTER

                    May I take your order?

          Stephen doesn't answer. Just looks at Jenny in shock. Jenny

          looks at him and then the Woman Behind the Counter, and

          finally realizes Stephen isn't going to speak.

                              JENNY

                    He'll have a Gino Supreme with

                    bacon and cheese, a large order of

                    fries and a large coke. I'll have a

                    medium Tab. How much is it all?

                              WOMAN

                    That will be $3.10, ma'am.

                              JENNY

                    Here.

          Hands her the money, then looks at Stephen.

                    What is going on?

                              STEPHEN

                    When did he meet her?
                              JENNY

                    They went out last night.

                    Apparently he "met" her months ago.

                    He's been stalking her he said.

                              STEPHEN

                    He didn't know who she was?

                              JENNY

                    Well, of course not. How could he?

                    You never talk about Avil. This is

                    the first he's ever heard of her.

                    Im surprised at you, Stephen. I

                    should think this would be a

                    welcome if not wonderful

                    coincidence!

          The Woman Behind the Counter brings a plastic tray of thier

          order. Jenny picks it up and they begin to walk towards a

          booth. Jenny, seeing Stephen is being too silent, decides to

          act a bit coy with him.

                    Are you jealous of him? Do you

                    think he'll steal me away?

                              STEPHEN

          Pensive.

                    The war was a long time ago.

                              JENNY

                    I want to meet him! And her

                    obviously!

          They sit in a booth.

                    I think it's wrong you don't talk

                    about these things, Stephen.

                              STEPHEN

                    Jenny... Jenny, we live in the best

                    place on the planet. Look around

                    you. Ann Arbor is paradise. It's

                    beautiful, earnest, full of youth

                    and energy. You don't need anything

                    more.

                              JENNY

                    WHAT are you talking about?

                              STEPHEN

                    He's 17. He doesn't need to be in

                    love.
                              JENNY

                    Well, you can just go ahead and

                    tell him that!

                              STEPHEN

                    I know. I know how I sound. It's

                    not that I'm not glad for him. I

                    really am. Of course I am!

                              JENNY

                    Stephen, what IS it?

                              STEPHEN

                    I HATE the war, Jenny. I HATE

                    thinking on it, considering it,

                    remembering ANY part of it.

                              JENNY

                    I know. But isn't this a positive?

                              STEPHEN

                    No positive except the end of it.

                    Ever. Ever ever.

                              JENNY

                    Well, for an English Professor, you

                    are decidedly UN-romantic!

          We see Stephen look out the window at a large campus

          building, which we then focus in on.

                                                     DISSOLVE TO:

          INT. LIBRARY SAME TIME

          Inside the building Stephen was looking at students are

          walking back and forth. We see Garry at a table thumbing

          through a pile of hard cover books. Behind him a female

          librarian named eve, a woman in her sixties, putters away at

          her work, looking at Garry now and again. It is obvious this

          scene has occurred many times in the past and she and Garry

          have a friendly relationship.

                              EVE

          Stacking books preparing to put them away.

                    The old volumes section closes in

                    ten minutes, Garry.

                              GARRY

          Not really noticing. Reading an old volume.

                    Uh, yeah. Ten. Right.

                              EVE

                    What are you reading?

                              GARRY

                    Oh, um "Grundlagen des Neunzehnten

                    Jahrhunders".

                              EVE

                    "The Foundations of the 19th

                    Century".

                              GARRY

                    It's a tract justifying Nazism.

                              EVE

                    I know. I read it when it was

                    published.

                              GARRY

          Looks up.

                    You didn't support it I hope.

                              EVE

                    No. I knew it was cock and bull

                    along with the theories of people's

                    head sizes and the bumps in their

                    skull. A great deal of drivel has

                    been spewed into our world.

                              GARRY

          Smiling.

                    I read about it in Shirer's "Rise

                    and Fall of the Third Reich." I

                    just had to look at it. It's

                    unbelievable people actually

                    thought this way.

                              EVE

                    SOME people. Most knew better.

                              GARRY

                    Some listened to them.

                              EVE

                    They were poor. Downtrodden. Hurt

                    and angry. Such people will listen

                    to anything.

                              GARRY

                    It's insane.

                              EVE

                    You're a young man. You may one day

                    realize that logic is lost the

                    older you get and the less sense

                    the course of your life makes.

                              GARRY

                    But the Nazis went after kids!

                              EVE

                    Anyone can get kids. Kids didn't

                    vote Hitler in.

                              GARRY

                    My dad was in the war.

                              EVE

                    I know. I...knew him. A bit.

                              GARRY

                    You knew my dad? You never told me.

                              EVE

                    Not as an acquaintance, but I knew

                    who he was. He cut something of a

                    swath here back in the 40s.┬á

                              GARRY

                    So, he's bragged. I can't believe

                    you knew him.

                              EVE

                    I had a crush on him. All the girls

                    did. He ran track. Great legs!

                              GARRY

                    Okay. I don't need to know this.

                              EVE

                    I'm just saying... That was before

                    the war. When we all had different

                    visions. Things changed after.

                              GARRY

                    Did my dad change?

                              EVE

                    Everybody changed. There was no

                    choice. "After such knowledge, what

                    forgiveness?"

                              GARRY

                    T.S. Eliot!

                              EVE

                    What has he told you? Your father.
                              GARRY

          Putting away his things.

                    About what? He doesn't talk much

                    about the war. Never.

                              EVE

                    I see.

                              GARRY

                    What? You've got something to tell

                    me.

                              EVE

                    I'm not sure I should.

                              GARRY

                    All right, now you HAVE to tell me.

                    You obviously want to or else you

                    wouldn't have brought it up and

                    then started vamping to lead me on

                    to want it more! Who are you? Mae

                    West?

                              EVE

                    Well, you are an amazing one,

                    aren't you? All right. Here's the

                    story. Your father was involved in

                    an incident. It was never fully

                    understood. He shot a man he should

                    not have shot.

                              GARRY

                    Huh?

                              EVE

                    A prisoner of war. He shot a Nazi

                    SS officer. A captive. The story

                    was he did it out of anger. 'Cause

                    he hated them so. All the soldiers

                    did. But it was a mistake 'cause

                    the officer would've provided

                    valuable intelligence. Your father

                    got in very big trouble. He was

                    lucky to get out of the army without

                    a dishonorable discharge.

                              GARRY

                    He never said a word to me about

                    this.

                              EVE

                    He would probably want to forget

                    it.

                              GARRY

                    Did you know his friend Avil? Avil

                    Strickland?

                              EVE

                    Avil Strickland testified against

                    your father at his trial.

                              GARRY

                    Oh, my God.

                                                     DISSOLVE TO:

          INT. BELLE'S CAR THAT EVENING

          Belle is driving home from a friend's house in her clunker

          car that is belching and looking like it will die at any

          moment. She sees Garry leaning against the gate of the

          Veterans cemetery. She pulls up and stops.)

                              BELLE

          Rolling down the side window and shouting out.

                    Hey!

                              GARRY

                    Who? Wait. You're...

                              BELLE

                    I'm Belle. I'm Lisa's sister. You

                    know Lisa. Nora's best friend.

                              GARRY

                    Yeah. Hi.

                              BELLE

                    What are you doing?

                              GARRY

                    Just thinking. I come here a lot to

                    think.

                              BELLE

                    Eew. Pretty creepy.

                              GARRY

                    It is a bit.

                              BELLE

                    You look kinda cool though standing

                    there.

                              GARRY

                    Thank you.

                              BELLE

          Puts car into park and gets out.

                    I guess this means you have "depth"

                    to be hanging out here. No wonder

                    Nora thinks you're such a fox.

                              GARRY

                    Wanna go in with me?

          Motioning inside the cemetery.

                              BELLE

                    Oh, no way. I'm scared of that

                    place. I only went in the other

                    night 'cause everyone else did.

                              GARRY

          Opens the gate and goes in.

                    You don't have to be afraid of it.

                    My dad told me it's kind of a place

                    to celebrate. All the people here

                    died so we could live, have joy,

                    celebrate. Dance!

          He leaps atop a headstone and then leaps to another and

          jumps off acrobatically.

                              BELLE

                    Hee hee.

          She follows him in. The David Bowie song "Soul Love" is

          heard and they begin to frolic and dance about the cemetery,

          splashing snow on each other, dancing with the monuments as

          the scene eventually fades.

                                                     DISSOLVE TO:

          INT. OF BEAKMAN'S HOUSE

          Avil Strickland is standing in a snowy evening doorway. He

          is dressed in a long, though undistinguished looking

          overcoat and a beret. The camera pans back to show Jenny has

          answered the door and is very surprised, though not

          unpleasantly.

                              JENNY

                    Yes?
                              AVIL

                    You don't know me. I'm Avil

                    Strickland.
                              JENNY

                    Oh... I do! Well... Um, 0f course.

                    Come in! Come in!

                              AVIL

                    Thank you.

          He does, taking off a beret

                    Is Stephen here?

                              JENNY

                    Yes. Yes. He's down in his tool

                    room breaking something. Did he

                    know you were coming over?

                              AVIL

                    No.. I... Took a chance.

                              JENNY

                    I see. Um, well, is this... Wait,

                    let me take your coat.

                              AVIL

                    Thank you.

          She does and his hat and goes to put them in the closet.

          Avil enters the living room as he has been there before. He

          goes towards the fire place and warms his hands.

                              JENNY

          Crossing in and out.

                    I'll call Stephen.

          Avil looks up at the photos on the fireplace MANTEL. They

          are of Stephen, Garry and Jenny and finally one of Stephen

          (alone) from the army. Stephen and Jenny enter.

                              AVIL

          Smiling, but holding something back, extends his hand to

          shake. Stephen and Jenny are there.

                    Hello, Stephen.

                              STEPHEN

                    Hello, my friend.

          Stephen avoids the offered hand and hugs him. Avil somewhat

          uncomfortably returns it.

                    Can we get you some tea?

                              AVIL

                    Thank you, no. I have some things I

                    need to discuss with you, Stephen.

                              STEPHEN

                    What?

                              AVIL

                    Well, certainly you know it would

                    be about my daughter Nora and

                    Garry.

                              STEPHEN

                    Yes. I suppose I would.

                              AVIL

                    I think we should sit down.

                              JENNY

                    Are you sure we can't get you some

                    tea?

                              AVIL

                    Well, all right.

                              JENNY

                    I'll be back in two shakes!

          She goes out. They continue to stand by the fireplace mantel

          near the pictures.

                              AVIL

          Pointing to picture of Stephen as a soldier.

                    I always enjoy looking at pictures.

                    Reminds me of better times.

                              STEPHEN

                    In boot camp? You had a better time

                    than I did.

                              AVIL

                    We were innocent. Bright and

                    beautiful.

                              STEPHEN

                    I for one am no different.

                              AVIL

                    Ah, but you are. As am I. We are

                    old and it is a disgrace, is it

                    not?
                              STEPHEN

                    At least you get nice sweaters.

          Avil smiles.

                    I've kept tabs on you, you know.

                              AVIL

                    As I you.

                              STEPHEN

                    I knew you moved here two years

                    ago. I figured you didn't want to

                    see me.

                              AVIL

                    I wouldn't have minded. Old times

                    are old.

                              STEPHEN

                    What was your wife's name?

                              AVIL

                    Bertrice. She was Italian. Genoa.

                    Nora favors her. Beautiful. I fear

                    our children have become an item?

                              STEPHEN

                    Amazing.

                              AVIL

                    Your son. When did he graduate high

                    school?

                              STEPHEN

                    What does that matter to anything

                    at all?

                              AVIL

          Laughs.

                    Stephen, you can bore yourself and

                    me, but you know as well as I just

                    how... ironic--

                              STEPHEN

                    Look, I don't know what you want--

          Jenny enters with the tea.

                              JENNY

                    Here you are! Avil, I've got

                    everything. Please help yourself.

                              AVIL

                    Actually, I should get to the

                    point. I don't think it's a good

                    idea that Nora and Garry see each

                    other.

          Consciously directs this to Jenny and away from Stephen.

                    I know what you're going to say,

                    but I really feel Nora should stay

                    unattached while she's still a

                    student and working towards a

                    career. I don't think this

                    involvement will ultimately be good

                    for her.

                              STEPHEN

                    Ah, my...

                              JENNY

                    Really? I mean, they're just

                    dating, Avil.

                              AVIL

                    They're sleeping together.

                              JENNY

                    Well, that is dating these days.

                    Strange as that may seem to our

                    generation.

                              AVIL

                    This may seem odd, but... Were it

                    just that sort of relationship, I

                    wouldn't mind. I've never been

                    troubled by Nora's life as long as

                    she is intelligent and takes care

                    of herself. She seems to have

                    stepped through her maturation

                    rather successfully. Her grades are

                    good and I think she has a bright

                    future. I don't think she needs to

                    be in love however.

                              JENNY

                    Come again?

                              AVIL

                    With your son.

                              JENNY

                    Ah. In love?

                              AVIL

                    Quite. It's obvious.

                              STEPHEN

                    And of course this bothers you.

                              AVIL

                    Of course, Stephen! Of course! She

                    has no time for love. She has no

                    time for anything but that which

                    makes sense for her. I'm not going

                    to have her...side-tracked.

                              STEPHEN

                    Of course.

                              AVIL

                    A parent may do what a parent may

                    do. It's simply a matter of ending

                    it. I intend to.

          Garry comes in the room from the back, still wearing his

          outdoor coat, but no one sees.

                              STEPHEN

                    What about how Nora feels? Have you

                    thought about all the ramifications of that?
                              AVIL

                    You're kind to care, but I'll

                    handle my part with Nora. You have

                    to keep Garry at bay. You can. I

                    know you can. I'm sorry to be so

                    blunt, but I cannot... Will not be

                    deterred from this. I know I'm

                    right.

                              STEPHEN

                    Oh, Avil...

                              GARRY

          To Avil.

                    Who the hell do you think you are?

                              STEPHEN

                    Garry!

                              JENNY

                    Garry, goodness!

                              AVIL

                    Please, I don't want to deal with

                    you. Please leave my daughter

                    alone. She shouldn't see you. I

                    will not allow it. I am asking you

                    as a man to respect my wishes and

                    give her up. I ask you to do this.

                              GARRY

                    Why?

                              AVIL

                    I've explained these reasons to

                    your father. It is difficult for

                    me. I will not do it again. I'm

                    going to leave.

          Rises.

                    Suffice it to say it is my will you

                    will not see her, and I will do

                    that which will fulfill that will.

                    Do you understand?

                              GARRY

                    I understand you're an evil son of

                    a bitch.

                              JENNY

                    Garry!

                              AVIL

                    I'm not giving you a choice, young

                    man.

                              STEPHEN

                    Garry, back off.

                              GARRY

                    Not giving me a CHOICE?

                              AVIL

                    No.

                              GARRY

          Approaching Avil.

                    Well, I think that's just

                    goddamned--.

          Avil slaps him across the face.

                              JENNY

                    Oh, my God!

                              STEPHEN

                    Oh, shit.

          Avil simply stares at Garry. Then walks to where his hat and

          coat hang, picks them up, and leaves out the door, leaving

          it open.

                              JENNY

                    Garry! Are you all right?

                              GARRY

                    He goddamn hit me!

                              STEPHEN

                    Yeah, he did.

                              GARRY

                    He HIT me!

                              JENNY

                    Oh, this is...

                              GARRY

                    That goddamned motherFUCKER!

          He makes to follow Avil.

                              STEPHEN

          Steps up and grabs Garry's shoulder.

                    Wait a minute. Where are you going?

                              GARRY

                    I'm going after him.

                              STEPHEN

                    To do what? Fight him?

                              GARRY

                    Talk to him.

                              STEPHEN

                    Right. You're really in the mood to

                    talk.

                              GARRY

                    I can't let him get a way with

                    this!

                              STEPHEN

                    This isn't about getting away with

                    anything! This is about what's

                    right for you and your girlfriend!

                              GARRY

                    Dad, he can't do that to me!

                              STEPHEN

                    What he does doesn't matter! You're

                    not going to help anything by going

                    out there now!
                              GARRY

          Frustrated, but realizing on some level Stephen is right.

                    I don't UNDERSTAND this!

                              STEPHEN

                    We'll figure it out.

                              GARRY

                    I don't want to be here.

                              STEPHEN

                    I know, but you have to. It's the

                    best--

                              GARRY

                    No. I don't have to be here.

                              STEPHEN

                    What?

                              GARRY

                    I need to go.

                              STEPHEN

                    Go where?

                              GARRY

                    Out. Away. I'm going to go stay

                    somewhere else.

                              STEPHEN

                    Where you going to go?

                              GARRY

                    I've got choices. I just need to

                    go. I'll come back for my stuff.

                              JENNY

                    You're moving out?

                              GARRY

                    I don't know. I just need to be

                    alone.

                              STEPHEN

                    Garry, being alone is the last

                    thing you need. We have to talk

                    this out.

                              GARRY

                    I don't want to talk. I don't need

                    to talk, and I'm not going to. I'm

                    going to go. I won't go after him.

                    I'll think. Then I'll decide what

                    to do. THAT'S what I'll do.

          He leaves out the back door.

                              JENNY

                    Garry, please...

          To Stephen.

                    Where's he going?

                              STEPHEN

                    I don't know. Half the staff's on

                    sabbatical this year and he's got

                    their keys.

                              JENNY

                    But did you see what that man did?

          She looks after Garry.

                              STEPHEN

                    I did.

                                                          CUT TO:

          EXT. NICHOLS PIZZA (PARKING LOT) NEXT DAY 4PM

          Nora is standing in the parking lot smoking a cigarette and

          looking visibly cold. Up drives Eddie in a "Nichols pizza"

          delivery truck.

                              EDDIE

                    Hello, luv. What ya' doin' out

                    here? Why ain't ya inside gettin'

                    ready to do horrible work 'cause

                    you're so hyped up for your big

                    Christmas party tonight, like

                    everyone else?

                              NORA

                    Wanted fresh air.

                              EDDIE

                    Well, you got that. Bloody hell, yes.
          He starts to drive off to park the truck at the loading bay,

          but hesitates.

                    What's the matter?

                              NORA

                    Nothing.

                              EDDIE

                    All right then... How long will it

                    take me to get past the "Oh,

                    nothings", eh? Why don't you tell

                    me now so you can stop... Bein' in

                    such... fresh air!

                              NORA

                    My life... sucks.

                              EDDIE

                    Does not.

                              NORA

                    It does.

                              EDDIE

                    Well, what is wrong?

                              NORA

                    It's not easy.

                              EDDIE

                    Easy to what? Tell me? Come on. I

                    got no stake in your life. I should

                    be easy to tell.

                              NORA

                    My father. I...

          She looks at him in such a way that Eddie realizes how

          serious her feelings are.

                              EDDIE

                    Come on inside. Come on. Hop in.

          She does and they sit in the truck as it idles so the heater

          keeps them warm.

                    Gimme a fag.

          She gives him a Marlboro and he lights it. Always
                    like a girl who smokes real cigarettes.
          He takes a drag.

                    He doesn't like your boyfriend, eh? Dad?
                              NORA

                    It's worse than that.
                              EDDIE

                    What do you mean?

                              NORA

                    I don't know. I've never seen

                    anything like this.

                              EDDIE

                    Well, dads are a bit odd with the

                    little shits that date their

                    daughters.

                              NORA

                    He was never like that with the

                    other guys I dated. My dad has been

                    accepting. He's always been my

                    friend.

                              EDDIE

                    He must feel threatened.

                              NORA

                    I don't understand it! I don't know

                    what to do!

          She starts crying.

                    I'm really scared. I've never seen

                    him like he's been. He's just

                    disconnected from everything, like

                    something's going on inside and he

                    won't acknowledge it... And I try

                    to talk about Garry and he just...

                    SMILES at me! God, I can't tell you

                    how scary it is!

                              EDDIE

          Holding her shoulders.

                    It's all right, love. Did you tell

                    him how you felt?

                              NORA

                    Yes, but he says nothing's wrong

                    and he keeps smiling! And I ask and

                    I ask and I KNOW it's wrong, but he

                    keeps saying no and smiling! GOD!

          She weeps hard again.

                              EDDIE

                    Did he hit you?

                              NORA

                    No. No. Of course not. He's never

                    hit me. Ever.

                              EDDIE

                    Wouldn't've lasted in my

                    neighborhood. Me old pater smacked

                    the living shit out of me when he

                    found me whackin' it outside the

                    tool shed.

                              NORA

          Weakly smiling.

                    Gross.

                              EDDIE

                    I'm kidding. Actually I'd nicked a

                    car. Look, I'm sorry, but if you've

                    made it this far with just you and

                    your dad, then there must be

                    somethin' you can fall back on

                    together. I mean at some point.

                              NORA

                    I know. I just can't reach him.

                              EDDIE

                    Let me ask you another question?

                    And this one is much, much more

                    important. Are you ready? Can you

                    make pizzas?

                              NORA

          Laughs weakly.

                    Yes.

                              EDDIE

                    Well, then all other questions are

                    hereby considered unnecessary.

          He opens the car door. She follows suit.

                    Shall we?

                              NORA

                    Okay.

          They both get out.

                              EDDIE

                    Nora... You said your dad fought in

                    the war. Was he...German?

                              NORA

                    No. American. immigrated in 1932..
                              EDDIE

                    So he fought against his own

                    people.

                              NORA

                    No. He hated the Nazis.

                                                     DISSOLVE TO:

          EXT. SOMEWHERE BETWEEN FRANCE AND GERMANY IN 1944. NIGHT

          Two young bedraggled soldiers are walking through the snowy

          night in the middle of a forest. We do not know right off

          that it is the young Avil and Stephen.

                              YOUNG STEPHEN

                    Don't bother reading the compass.

                    It's busted.

                              YOUNG AVIL

                    I know where north is, Stephen.

                              STEPHEN

                    Not that it matters. How are you

                    feet holding out, Avil?

                              AVIL

                    Worse than I would like. We need to

                    find a place to dry off or I'm

                    afraid my "perturbed" boot will

                    give me frostbite.

                              STEPHEN

                    My guess is if we head north by

                    northwest, we'll end up in the

                    Ardennes Valley. The left flank,

                    the British side, begins there.

                    We'll be all right.

                              AVIL

                    How far?

                              STEPHEN

                    Hard to say. If Carmichael were

                    here he could tell us. Even without

                    a map. But I don't sense space the

                    way he does. Did.

                              AVIL

                    The Nazis are finished, Stephen.

                              STEPHEN

                    Not soon enough.
                              AVIL

                    It's not the foot soldiers, It's

                    the SS. They're the monsters.

                              STEPHEN

                    I don't care, Avil. I'm gonna kill

                    one of them gray baggers. One is

                    gonna pay. I gotta get the picture

                    of Bierce, Updike, Brenton and

                    Mikey all getting gunned down in

                    the back out of my head! God! In

                    the back!

                              AVIL

                    Monsters exist, I know.

                              STEPHEN

                    I'm sayin'.

                              AVIL

                    Killing one doesn't end them

                    though. They'll still be around.

                              STEPHEN

                    We're fighting a war to end them.

                              AVIL

                    No. We're fighting a war to beat

                    them back. Evil never dies--.

                              STEPHEN

                    Wait!

          He gestures for silence and points to something. It is a

          body in the snow some yards away. It is dark, but the body

          can be seen by a shaft of moonlight suddenly breaking

          through the snowstorm clouds. Avil gestures to Stephen that

          the figure is either dead or unconscious. Stephen gestures

          back that they should check around in case it is a trap of

          some kind. They do and finally come to the body lying in the

          snow, which we see is a white male, face down about 6 ft. 3

          inches tall and well built. He is dressed in brown fatigues.

          Stephen taps him with his rifle, feeling a responding slight

          movement. He looks at Avil. It passes between them that this

          man is alive. They bend down and turn him over. He is a

          handsome, light brown haired man in his very early twenties.

          His clothes, though military, bear no rank or insignia that

          would immediately classify him as a member of any particular

          army.

                              STEPHEN

                    What do you think?

                              AVIL

                    He's somebody's, but whose?

                              STEPHEN

                    He's theirs. I can tell.

                              AVIL

                    I've seen Canadians with this

                    color. British, too.

                              STEPHEN

                    No. Look at him. He's a jerry.

                              AVIL

                    So am I, Stephen. In the strictest

                    sense.

                              STEPHEN

                    Leave him.

                              AVIL

                    He'll die.

                              STEPHEN

                    We all die.

                              AVIL

                    Not on purpose. In the face of evil

                    you can only act consistently as a

                    good man. Leaving this man to die

                    would not be a good act.

                              STEPHEN

                    This is war.

                              AVIL

                    All the more reason to act

                    humanely.

                              STEPHEN

                    What they did wasn't humane! I

                    don't want to cut them slack the

                    other way!

                              AVIL

                    Then cut it for yourself! If you

                    let this man die you'll think about

                    it the rest of your life. What he

                    was, who he was. Was he someone's

                    husband or father? Maybe your neighbor’s.
                              STEPHEN

                    God Damnit, what am I supposed to

                    do? What am I supposed...

                                                          CUT TO:

          INT. BEAKMAN'S BEDROOM THAT NIGHT

          Stephen wakes up from a dream. Jenny wakes up, too.

                              JENNY

                    What is it? What is it, Stephen?

                              STEPHEN

                    Nothing. Nothing.

                                                     DISSOLVE TO:

          INT. ROBIN MCGIVER'S HOUSE SAME NIGHT

          The scene dissolves into the party at Robin's house. it's

          late. The scene inside the house is friendly and although

          people are drinking beer and wine they act much more adult

          than you might expect. The house is well-lit and people are

          sitting and playing cards or talking and listening to music.

          There are Christmas decorations around. Some people are

          smoking joints, but they are very relaxed about it, and are

          talking intelligently at the same time. We focus in on

          Robin, a thin friendly looking young man of 17 with long

          hair tied up in a ponytail. He is the host of the party. He

          is with Belle and Lisa and Nora in the kitchen with a keg of

          beer. In the background the stereo will play progressively

          "You'll Never Get to Heaven If You Break My Heart" by The

          Stylistics, "Games People Play" by the Spinners, "Have You

          Seen Her?" by the Chi-Lites and "Fire" by Ohio Players.

                              ROBIN

                    Hey, are you guys awake or what?

                              LISA

                    Tired.

                              NORA

                    Yeah.

                              ROBIN

                    Well, we gotta finish this.

          He hands out cups of slightly foamy beer.

                    Besides, this is our last Christmas

                    Eve.

                              BELLE

                    Oh, no way.
                              ROBIN

                    Sure! And that's as it should be.

          He raises his beer in a toast. The others do the same and

          Lisa comes over and hugs him in a kind of "I'm tired. Hold

          me up." way.

                              LISA

          Sort of whiney.

                    Oh, Robin... I want you.

                              ROBIN

                    Oh, well. The beer is free, Lisey.

                              LISA

                    Mmmm. Kiss me.

          He does. The others sort of look away, smiling.

                    I'm gonna be looking for you later.

                              ROBIN

                    Nowhere I'd rather be.

                              FEMALE VOICE FROM OFF SCREEN

                    Robin!

                              ROBIN

          Turns in direction of voice.

                    Annie!

          He walks off to the voice away from the girls.

                              LISA

                    Bitch.

                              BELLE

                    He likes you.

                              LISA

                    Oh, Robin is a slut! It's not fair.

                              NORA

                    He's nice.

                              LISA

                    Can't he just be infatuated with

                    me?

          There's a knock at the window. It is Garry looking in and

          seeing Nora. She gasps and runs to the window, motioning to

          him to come around to the front door. We follow her and the

          girls over as she opens the door and leaps into Garry's

          arms.

                              NORA

                    Oh, God.

                              GARRY

                    I'm sorry.

                              NORA

                    Why didn't you call? Where have you

                    been?

                              GARRY

                    I'm sorry. I'm sorry.

                              NORA

                    Don't talk.

                              GARRY

                    I left home. Moved out.

                              LISA

                    WHAT?!

                              NORA

                    What?

                              GARRY

                    I moved out. I'm living over on

                    Anne Street now.

                              NORA

                    Oh, my God. Why?

                              GARRY

                    I have a lot to tell you. Can you

                    come with me?

                              NORA

                    I can't. I mean, I don't know... I

                    don't know what to do. You moved

                    out?

                              GARRY

                    Well, yeah. I mean... I'm staying

                    at a friend's. But it's just me in

                    the house. I want you to come.

                              NORA

                    Really?

                              GARRY

                    Yeah. Oh, yeah. Nora, I... Your dad

                    came over. He wants me to not see

                    you anymore. We have to make some

                    kind of plan. I have to figure out

                    what to say to your dad. I have to

                    face him with you. All of us have

                    to talk and figure out what's to be

                    done here, but I just gotta be with

                    you. Please.

                              NORA

                    Oh, Garry.

                              GARRY

                    We'll talk to him tomorrow.

                    Together. I promise. I just need to

                    be with you tonight. It's so

                    damned... I need to be with you.

                    Please!

                              NORA

                    I... I reek.

                              GARRY

                    Take a bath with me.

                              BELLE

                    Oh, my God.

                              LISA

          Gasps.

                    Jesus.

                              NORA

                    Okay.

                                                     DISSOLVE TO:

          EXT. THE STREET OF ROBIN'S HOUSE. LATER... 3AM

          About six houses down the street from robin's we see Will

          and Belle who are in Belle's car as she unsuccessfully tries

          to start it.

                              WILL

                    It's not gonna start.
                              BELLE

                    It will, too if I don't give up.

          She tries again. No luck.
                              WILL

                    Doesn't matter if you don't give

                    up.

          She tries and the car doesn't start.

                              BELLE

                    Damn!

                              WILL

                    Look, let's just ask Robin to give

                    us a lift.

                              BELLE

                    No! Robin and Lisa... You know!

                              WILL

                    What? Already?

          He looks back towards the house.

                    Come on. Robin's still got to pick

                    up the place before his parents get

                    home tomorrow.

                              BELLE

                    We have to leave them alone.

                              WILL

                    Ooo, Lisa's gettin' some!

                              BELLE

                    Shut up!

                              WILL

                    God, is it her first time?

                              BELLE

                    Yeah, I think...

                              WILL

                    Wow. That's sweet.

                              BELLE

                    You're weird.

                              WILL

                    No. I'm sweet.
                              BELLE

                    Are you drunk?

                              WILL

                    Actually, no. I didn't drink

                    anything tonight.

                              BELLE

                    I don't get you.

                              WILL

                    You don't have to.

          Belle tries one more time to start the car, but to no avail.

                              BELLE

                    Well, that's it. I can't start the

                    car. We're going to have to walk.

                              WILL

                    We have to go to my place. It's

                    closer. I can probably use my mom's

                    car to take you home.

                              BELLE

                    Oh, right! Like you'd actually do

                    that once I was at your house!

                              WILL

                    What? You think I'm going to kidnap

                    you? How much do you think your

                    virtue is worth?

                              BELLE

                    I just think--

                              WILL

                    Shhh!

          Will makes a motion for Belle to be quiet and looks out of

          the car listening.

                              BELLE

                    What?

                              WILL

                    Nothing.

                              BELLE

                    What?

                              WILL

                    I thought I heard...

                              BELLE

                    You--

          She hears a twig snap.

                    Oh, what's that?

          She and Will quietly roll down their windows to see a figure

          peeking in Robin's house window.

                              WILL

                    Who's that?

                              BELLE

                    Come on.

          She opens her door and gets out quietly.

                              WILL

          Hisses.

                    What are you doing?

          But Belle doesn't answer and instead walks quietly towards

          the figure, looking all along. Will then gets out of the car

          to follow her.

                              BELLE

                    Mr. Strickland! Is that you?

                              AVIL

          Startled.

                    Wha...? Oh. Oh. Hello, Belle.

                              BELLE

                    Is everything all right?

                              WILL

                    If you're looking for Nora, she's

                    not here. She left with Garry.

          Belle flashes him a quick look of anger at saying that. He

          looks back with an "I don't care." attitude.

                              AVIL

                    Where did they go?

                              WILL

                    I don't know. They just ran on out

                    of here hours ago.

                              AVIL

                    Oh. Well, then I guess I shouldn't

                    worry.

          He stares a moment.

                    Do you know Garry?

                              WILL

                    For years now.
                              AVIL

                    Can you give him a message? Tell

                    him I would like to see him. To

                    chat.

          He smiles.

                    Tell him for me please.

                              WILL

                    I'll bet you would.

                              AVIL

                    Thank you.

          He starts to walk in the other direction from them.

                              BELLE

                    Mr. Strickland...

          Avil looks back.

                    Could we...have a ride? My

                    battery's dead.

                              AVIL

                    Would you prefer I gave you a jump?

                              BELLE

                    Really? You'd do that?

                              AVIL

                    I'm parked up the street. I have

                    cables.

                              BELLE

                    We're just there.

          She points to her car. Avil gives a high sign to show he

          understands. Belle an Will start walking to her car as

          eventually Avil's headlights come behind them up the street.

                              WILL

                    No concern that he parked secretly

                    and stalked the joint there, girl?

                              BELLE

                    Why did you tell him Garry took

                    Nora?

                              WILL

                    Full disclosure. I believe in

                    communication.

                              BELLE

                    I'm going to LEAVE you here!

                              WILL

                    No, you're not. I'm gonna jump your

                    car and Mr. Strickland's going to

                    watch, and I'm going to be in your

                    car when he leaves.

                              BELLE

                    I hate you.

          Avil's car comes up and slows to a stop facing Belle's car

          as the two of them arrive to it. His car running, Avil gets

          out, opens the trunk, pulls out jumper cables. He heads over

          to the front of the two cars and hands the cables to Will.

          He then opens his own hood. Will makes to open Belle's, but

          Belle pushes him aside and does it herself. Avil takes the

          cables from Will and applies them to his car. He then looks

          at Will who looks at Belle. Belle walks away since she

          doesn't know how to apply jumper cables. Garry applies them.

                              AVIL

                    Okay, give it a few seconds and

                    then try to start it.

                              BELLE

                    Right.

          She gets in the driver's side. Will inadvertently bumps Avil

          as they both try to move out of the tight squeeze between

          the cars and they both slip on the icy street. Will grabs

          Avil unthinkingly around the midsection to keep from

          falling, and we see Will react as if he's noticed something

          very upsetting.

                              WILL

          Stunned.

                    Uh... Sorry.

                              AVIL

                    Not at all.

          He straightens out his coat.

                    Go ahead. Try starting it.

          Belle does and the car immediately turns over.

                              BELLE

                    Thank you, Mr. Strickland. You're

                    so nice to do this!

          Will quickly walks over and pulls the cables off the battery

          of Belle's car.

                              AVIL

                    You should give it a minute

                              WILL

                    We're in a hurry! We're in big

                    trouble! I know it's all right.

                    Thanks!

          He runs and jumps into the car.

                              AVIL

                    Run it for a minute or two. You

                    should be fine.

                              BELLE

                    Thanks!

                              AVIL

                    Good night you two.

          Avil closes his hood and gets in his own car and drives

          away.

                              WILL

                    Shit. Shit. Shit.

                              BELLE

                    What? What's wrong?

                              WILL

                    You're not gonna believe me, but I

                    swear, when I grabbed him... The

                    fucker had a gun!

                                                          CUT TO:

          INT. BEAKMAN'S HOUSE. SAME MORNING AROUND 3:30 AM.

          Stephen is sitting in the living room obviously concerned

          and unable to sleep. The phone rings. Stephen picks it up.

                              STEPHEN

                    Hello.

                              AVIL

          On the phone.

                    I knew you'd be up. Are you alone?

                              STEPHEN

                    Jenny's asleep. She can't stay

                    awake no matter how bad she feels.

                              AVIL

                    Your son has abducted my daughter.
                              STEPHEN

                    Lose the game, Avil. What do you

                    want?

                              AVIL

                    Don't you know?

                              STEPHEN

                    Just say. Please.

                              AVIL

                    You know but you pretend you don't.

                              STEPHEN

                    What are you doing now that is

                    helping anybody?

                              AVIL

                    Truth helps.

                              STEPHEN

                    Not all the time.

                              AVIL

                    I no longer believe that.

                              STEPHEN

                    Don't. Just tell me what you want.

                              AVIL

                    She left me a note saying the three

                    of us had to have a talk. The THREE

                    of us. He's already her family.

                              STEPHEN

                    She wants to talk to you. That's a

                    good thing.

                              AVIL

                    You and I both know what he's going

                    to do. You know what he thinks of

                    himself.

                              STEPHEN

                    You don't have to do this.

                              AVIL

          With building intensity.

                    I DO!

          He hangs up.
                                                     DISSOLVE TO:

          INT. A HOUSE, SOMEWHERE BETWEEN FRANCE AND GERMANY IN 1944.

          CONTINUOUS

          Avil and Stephen are in a house with their prisoner tied in

          a chair. They are bringing him to consciousness.

                              STEPHEN

                    Wake up! Come on! Vergangenheit zu

                    machen, Nazischwein!

                              AVIL

                    You're telling him to cook

                    spaghetti.

                              STEPHEN

                    I don't give a damn. He knows what

                    I want.

          The prisoner opens eyes and looks about.

                              PRISONER

                    Where am I?

                              AVIL

                    You speak English.

                              STEPHEN

                    Where were you going?

                              SOLDIER

                    Home. Where am I?

                              STEPHEN

                    How do you know English?

                              PRISONER

                    Where am I?

                              STEPHEN

                    Where's home?

                              AVIL

                    Give the man a moment. He's hurt.

          To prisoner.

                    We found you in the snow. We need

                    to know who you are and what unit

                    you're with.

                              STEPHEN

                    Who's Joe DiMaggio?
                              PRISONER

                    I don't know where I am.

                              AVIL

                    You're not far from where we found

                    you. If you don't know where you

                    are or why we are so... careful,

                    then we have to assume you're

                    hiding something from us.

                              STEPHEN

                    And we'll kill you. Shoot you.

                    Dead.

                              AVIL

                    I'm afraid that's true.

                              PRISONER

                    I'm German.

                              AVIL

                    What are these clothes?

                              PRISONER

                    SS.

                              AVIL

                              WHAT?

                    Soldier I'm in SS.

                              STEPHEN

                    That's it. You're dead.

                              PRISONER

                    Go ahead. We've lost. You've won.

                    It doesn't matter.

                              STEPHEN

                    If it didn't matter, why'd you gun

                    down my men?

                              PRISONER

                    I didn't gun down anyone. I'm a

                    teacher.

                              STEPHEN

                    A what?!

                              PRISONER
                    The SS has many functions.

                    Lieberthaler Van Desfan covers a

                    multitude of areas. Childhood

                    education is one.

                              AVIL

                    What?

                              PRISONER
                    I train children in to be Nazis!

                    Want to kill me now?

                              AVIL

                    What are you doing here? How old

                    are you?

                              PRISONER

                    21. Children trust a younger man.

                    We call it "Magnet-und

                    Stahlindustrie". "Magnet and

                    Steel". Simple philosophy. We may

                    be evil, but we're not stupid.

          Both Avil and Stephen are completely dumbfounded by the last

          statement and look at each other.

                              AVIL

                    One of us should go find someone. A

                    British unit may be close.

                              PRISONER

                    British AND French. We, too, have

                    some reconnaissance left.

                              STEPHEN

                    You are SS?

                              PRISONER

                    I am trained by SS.

                              STEPHEN

                    So you're a member?

                              PRISONER
                    I'm a pledge actually. I have to

                    make my first 17 kills first.

                              STEPHEN

                    Bastard!

          He lifts his gun to shoot.

                              AVIL

                    Don't. Stephen Listen to him!

                              PRISONER

                    I'm a funny guy.

                              STEPHEN

                    Why shouldn't I shoot you?

                              PRISONER

                    I don't want to die. I still hope

                    to find my boys.

                              STEPHEN

                    You'll never find them.

                              PRISONER

                    Yes, I imagine you're right.

                              AVIL

                    Look, he's not a threat. Why don't

                    you go find help?

                              STEPHEN

          Starts to go...Then suddenly he turns and holds his gun

          right at the head of the soldier, who remains completely

          calm.

                    I knew it! You're not "recruited,"

                    you are SS! The real deal.

                              PRISONER

                    Nice gun.

                              STEPHEN

                    Avil...

                              AVIL

                    If he's SS, he's valuable!

                              STEPHEN

                    Not worth it. He's evil through and

                    through. I say we take him out and

                    shoot him. Come on, let's do it.

                              AVIL

                    No.

                              STEPHEN

                    YES!

                              AVIL

                    NO! I will not shoot a hostage.

                    It's... Wrong.

                              STEPHEN

                    Oh, for God's sake! He's a monster!

                    He's the most highly trained... We

                    cannot give him an opportunity.

                              PRISONER

                    I feel so... Special. Like Miss

                    America.

                              STEPHEN

                    Shut up.

                              PRISONER

                    Sorry. I talk when I'm nervous.

                              STEPHEN

                    SHUT UP!

                              PRISONER

                    Shut up yourself! Or pull the

                    trigger! I've got nothing else to

                    do.

                              AVIL

                    Do you stare so calmly into death?

                              PRISONER

                    I stare calmly into morons.

                              STEPHEN

                    Jesus...

                              PRISONER

                    Look, do you think you are the only

                    man with feelings?

                              STEPHEN

                    You have no feelings I would want.

                              PRISONER

                    How can you say that? I know you

                    want to laugh at my jokes. I can

                    see it in your face.

                              STEPHEN

                    Sick bastard.
                              PRISONER

                    Call me Karl. I think that's my

                    name. Though I have to say all the

                    lies we tell makes you forget

                    things after awhile.

          Stephen cocks his pistol ready to shoot.

                              AVIL

                    NO!

          Grabs him.

                    You're not thinking clearly.
                              STEPHEN

          Gun still at the ready.

                    I've never been more clear in my

                    life.

                              AVIL

                    I want you to listen to me. I want

                    you to go out and look for a

                    garrison. Look for help. Find

                    someone we can give this man to.

                    Can you do that, Stephen?

                              STEPHEN

                    Yeah. Yeah. All right.

          He moves to leave and then looks at Karl.

                    Don't think I don't know you.

                              KARL

                    You are a highly intelligent man.

                              STEPHEN

                    Fuck you.

          To Avil.

                    Be careful.

                              AVIL

                    You, too.

          Stephen checks things outside and goes.

                                                     DISSOLVE TO:

          INT. BEAKMAN'S HOUSE. SAME MORNING CONTINUOUS

          Stephen is listening to a dial tone on the phone and

          sweating.

                                                          CUT TO:

          INT. GARRY'S ANNE STREET TEMPORARY HOME 4AM SAME MORNING

          Garry and Nora are in bed in a small dark room with snow

          falling outside in the darkness. The stereo is playing the

          song "Mellow" by Elton John.

                              GARRY

                    God, you're everything.

                              NORA

                    No.
                              GARRY

                    Yes! YES! You're everything I'm

                    living for. You're all that I'm

                    living for.

                              NORA

                    Honey...

                              GARRY

                    It's not a joke.

                              NORA

                    Oh, Garry. You're just so earnest,

                    you scare me.

                              GARRY

                    I know what I want. I want this to

                    go on forever.

                              NORA

                    I do too, but it doesn't. You know

                    it doesn't.

                              GARRY

                    There's something wrong with the

                    world where you can't be completely

                    happy. Why can't our moment and our

                    inspiration last? Really, why?

                              NORA

                    I don't know. Because it doesn't.

                              GARRY

                    No one tries.

                              NORA

                    I think they do. I think they do

                    and... Well... It doesn't work.
                              GARRY

                    They just don't try hard enough.

                              NORA

          She kisses him.

                    Try.

          They make love as the song crescendos and we see the beauty

          of the night and the snow outside and the warm windows of

          the safe and snug houses.
                                                     DISSOLVE TO:

          INT. NICHOLS PIZZA. 9AM THAT MORNING.

          Avil walks in on Eddie, who is working alone.

                              AVIL

                    Excuse me.
                              EDDIE

                    Huh?

                              AVIL

                    Pardon me. Hello. You must be Ed

                    Latch. Nora's told me about you.

                              EDDIE

                    Oh. You're her dad.

                              AVIL

                    Yes. The awful person.

                              EDDIE

                    No. I'm the awful person. I make

                    her work.

          He gets up and goes over and they shake hands.

                    What can I do for you?

                              AVIL

                    I'm looking for Nora. I'm not sure

                    why I thought she'd be here. I

                    guess I just wanted you to know I

                    was looking for her.

                              EDDIE

                    Okay.

                              AVIL

                    Do you have children?
                              EDDIE

                    Always a chance.

          Sees this is not the place and time for that joke.

                    No.

                              AVIL

                    Children are funny things you know.

                    They're sure of so much and we

                    expect that of them. We expect them

                    to live their lives confidently so

                    we can watch. And sometimes we

                    applaud and sometimes we step in a

                    knock them down, to punish them for

                    what we knew they would do.

                              EDDIE

                    Can I get you anything?

                              AVIL

                    No. Nora likes you, you know. I'm

                    glad you've been a friend to her.

                              EDDIE

                    Thank you.

                              AVIL

                    Tell her I was looking for her.

                              EDDIE

                         I will.

          Eddie's eyes nervously follow Avil out the door.

                                                     DISSOLVE TO:

          INT. GARRY'S ANNE STREET TEMPORARY HOME SAME TIME

          Nora and Garry sitting in the kitchen drinking coffee.

                              NORA

                    We have to go see my dad.

                              GARRY

                    Now?

                              NORA

                    Maybe I should just see him.

                              GARRY

                    Why?
                              NORA

                    It's important. If you go, it's...

                    It's too much like I'm offering you

                    as a shield or something. It's only

                    been my dad and me. I can't just

                    brush him off with you.
                              GARRY

                    How can I be sure you'll be all

                    right?

                              NORA

                    Garrry, he's my father!

                              GARRY

                    The man hit me. I'm not... used to

                    being hit.

                              NORA

                    He's never hit me. Never even

                    talked loud until the other night.

                    I've had boyfriends all over the

                    place and he never said word one.

                    He got mad sometimes, but... The

                    first night I was with you... When

                    he saw me...When he saw how I felt

                    about you...Right in the

                    beginning... He changed.

                              GARRY

                    I'm not letting him take you away

                    from me.

                              NORA

                    Garry... How do you think he could?

                                                          CUT TO:

          INT. GARRY'S BEDROOM. NOON THAT SAME DAY.

          Garry is gathering some things into an overnight bag. He's

          picking up books and other things and looking at them with

          what may be considered a sense of nostalgia. Stephen enters

          the room.

                              STEPHEN

                    Looking for your lost youth?

                              GARRY

                    Hi.

                              STEPHEN

                    Where are you staying? You can tell

                    me. I won't come and grab you or

                    sic the cops on you.

                              GARRY

                    Dr. Bevington's place.

                              STEPHEN

                    The Modern European History

                    professor. How appropriate. many

                    people offered?

                              GARRY

                    A few. I didn't tell them I

                    was...running away.

                              STEPHEN

                    Garry, it's pointless to try to

                    talk you out of what you've set

                    your mind to, but... I just want

                    you to know something.

                              GARRY

          Interested.

                    What?

                              STEPHEN

                    It has to do with Avil... A long

                    time ago...

                              GARRY

                    You killed a man. You shot a German

                    officer who was your prisoner. Avil

                    was with you, right? Why didn't you

                    ever tell me about this?

                              STEPHEN

                    Because it wasn't your business. It

                    was a war story, and war is not fit

                    for people.

                              GARRY

                    So now, what? Is Avil Strickland

                    somehow blackmailing you? Is he

                    threatening to tell more people? I

                    don't get it.

                              STEPHEN

                    In a manner of speaking he's

                    threatening everybody. He's ill.

                    Underneath it all he's sick.

                              GARRY

                    I noticed.

                              STEPHEN

                    But he thinks he can purge himself.

                              GARRY

                    Of what?

                              STEPHEN

                    Garry, have you ever thought about

                    what you're capable of?

                              GARRY

                    Okay, this isn't getting weirder.

                              STEPHEN

                    Garry, can you... Can you stop

                    seeing Nora. For a while? Just a

                    while?

                              GARRY

                    No!

                              STEPHEN

                    Then can you take her and run away?

                    I'll give you money. Run

                    somewhere... Somewhere far away

                    where Avil can't find you.

                              GARRY

                    Are you serious?

                              STEPHEN

                    Yes.

                              GARRY

                    What's going on?

                              STEPHEN

                    I CAN"T TELL YOU! Don't you get it?

                    There's something going on here

                    that I can't tell you about, and

                    there's a damned good reason why I

                    can't tell you, and damn it, I

                    WON'T! Now, you have got to listen

                    to me Garrison Robert Beakman.

                    You've got to listen and do what I

                    say! I want you to take Nora and

                    get her out of town. GO! GONE! DO

                    YOU UNDERSTAND?!

                              GARRY

                    You're scaring me.

                              STEPHEN

                    With the goddamned best reason I've

                    ever had. Now, go and GET her.
                              GARRY

                    I sent her to her dad.

                              STEPHEN

                    Oh, shit.

                                                          CUT TO:

          INT. AVIL'S CAR. SAME TIME.

          Avil is driving. Nora sits in the front seat with him.

                              NORA

                    Where are we going?

                              AVIL

                    I just wanted to drive while we

                    talked. What we're talking about is

                    so important and I needed this to

                    soothe me.

                              NORA

                    Well, I don't want you to be upset.

                              AVIL

                    I have been. I'm sorry.

                              NORA

                    Why? What is it about Garry you

                    don't like?

                              AVIL

                    It's hard to explain, honey. I just

                    feel he's using you.

                              NORA

                    No. No, he's not like that.

                              AVIL

                    It may seem that way. But men of

                    his age rarely even know what

                    they're really about.

                              NORA

                    How do I know what I'm really

                    about?

                              AVIL

                    Very good point, dear. But it all

                    comes back to playing it safe,

                    being careful with what we do and

                    how we act.

                              NORA

                    You've never been like this with

                    any of my other boyfriends.

                              AVIL

                    You never were in such potential

                    danger.

                              NORA

                    Danger?

                              AVIL

                    Did I say "danger"? I meant

                    something else. Even I recognize

                    how special the boy is. Boys like

                    that can do more damage to a girl

                    because they give you ideas that

                    are just too much for you to handle

                    at this age. You understand... You

                    are special, too, but none of us,

                    well, few of us are the level of

                    "substance" that boy is. It makes

                    him dangerous.

                              NORA

                    Why do you say "dangerous"?

                              AVIL

                    Again, I'm sorry. I mean you are in

                    danger of being hurt.

                              NORA

                    Daddy, I can handle myself.

                              AVIL

                    Can you, dear?

                              NORA

                    Daddy, this is the first man...

                    Boy... that's ever cared what I

                    thought, that's ever listened to

                    what I wanted and wanted me to have

                    what I wanted. This is the first

                    boy I've ever known who seemed to

                    care more about me and US than

                    himself.

                              AVIL

                    He's playing.
                              NORA

                    Playing?!

          She is now upset.

                    Why? Am I not worth being serious

                    about? Am I just something to be

                    used? Maybe I'm NOT worth anything!

                    Maybe I'm NOT important!

                              AVIL

                    Of course you're important.

                              NORA

                    To more than you? I want to be

                    important for me! Just me! I want

                    to feel it!

                              AVIL

                    Then you don't need the boy to do

                    it! You need only yourself!

                              NORA

                    But he makes me feel special

                    because HE is!

          Avil stops the car and turns to her angrily.

                              AVIL

                    You cannot ever trust that! Ever!

                              NORA

                    Why?

                                                          CUT TO:

          INT. STEPHEN'S CAR. SAME TIME.

          Stephen is sitting in his idling car as the driver. Garry

          has just run back from Nora's door after knocking, looking,

          etc. and finally determining no one is home.

                              GARRY

                    They're gone.

                              STEPHEN

                    I see.

                              GARRY

                    Do you think he took her away? Out

                    of town?

                              STEPHEN

                    No. I don't know.

          Suddenly they hear a call from off screen.

                              WILL

                    GARRY!

          We see Will getting out of his car about 100 yards away in

          the parking lot of Nichols Pizza. He's yelling to them.

                              GARRY

                    It's Will.

          Shouts to him.

                    Where's Nora? Do you know?

                              WILL

                    NO! Come over here! Hurry!

          Garry and Stephen look at each other and Garry immediately

          climbs into the car and they drive over to the parking lot

          where Will stands by his car. They get there, park next to

          Will, and Garry immediately jumps out to talk to him.

          Stephen gets out, too.

                              GARRY

                    What is it? Where's Nora?

                              WILL

                    I don't know, but there's something

                    I've got to tell you. I've been

                    trying to reach you all day, but no

                    one's answered your phone and--

                              GARRY

                    We've been out. What is it?

                              WILL

                    At Robin's party... Belle and I

                    were leaving late and Nora's dad

                    showed up! He was lurking around

                    the house looking for her. We

                    talked to him because we needed a

                    jump and he helped us, but... He

                    bumped into me and I felt he had...

                    He had a gun in his pocket.

                              GARRY

                    What?

                              WILL

                    He had a gun!

                              GARRY

                    Shit.

                              STEPHEN

                    Are you sure? Are you absolutely

                    sure?

                              WILL

                    Yes! Well... I didn't see it, but,

                    I'm pretty sure. Damn it, he was so

                    weird!

                              STEPHEN

                    All right. Garry, it's time for us

                    to leave this alone.
                              GARRY

                    What?!

                              STEPHEN

                    This has gone way too far. Now is

                    the time to leave this and walk

                    away. Leave Nora and Avil alone.

                              GARRY

                    NO!

                              STEPHEN

                    It's not the end of it, son. You

                    are not leaving her, but you ARE

                    staying away until this cools down.

                    This has gotten completely out of

                    hand!

                              GARRY

                    I'm not going to leave Nora with

                    that lunatic!

                              STEPHEN

                    He's her father, Garry. Think about

                    what you're saying!

                              GARRY

                    He doesn't HAVE to be her father!

                    He can be just a guy that was in

                    her life who I got rid of!

                              STEPHEN

          Shocked.

                    Garry...
                              GARRY

                    I'm TIRED of this! I'm tired of

                    being fucked with! If he wants a

                    goddamned fight...

                              STEPHEN

                    This isn't a fight! This is

                    craziness! You have to let him go

                    and let the situation calm down!

                              GARRY

                    He may never come back!

                              STEPHEN

                    But she will! If she loves you

                    she'll come back.

                              GARRY

                    Christ, what is this?

                              STEPHEN

                    Avil's not normal, Garry. I'm

                    sorry. He's just not.

          The others from the inside of the pizza place have begun to

          gather at the back entrance listening in. This includes

          Eddie, Bell and Lisa.

                              GARRY

                    I'm going. Will, do you want to

                    come with me?

                              STEPHEN

                    What are you going to do?

                              GARRY

                    I'm going to rescue Nora. Will, are

                    you coming with me?

                              WILL

                    Yeah. Yeah. I am.

                              EDDIE

                    Will...

                              WILL

                    I'm going!

                              EDDIE

                    I know. I'm closing the restaurant.

                    We'll all help.

                              STEPHEN

                    No! All this is crazy! You can't

                    help. You have to let this just

                    calm down.

                              EDDIE

                    Look, I saw that man and I don't

                    trust him. I don't trust that

                    Nora's not in danger. How can you

                    think otherwise?

                              STEPHEN

                    Because I know him. Look, he's

                    raised her for 17 years and look at

                    her! Is she bad? Is she not a good

                    student? Responsible? That doesn't

                    just happen! He loves her.

                              GARRY

                    I love her.
                              WILL

                    I do, too.

                              EDDIE

                    We all do, chap.

                              STEPHEN

                    Then let her go.

          There is a long pause, and then...

                              GARRY

                    Let's go.

          He and Will climb into Will's car and drive away. The others

          begin to go back in the pizza place to gather themselves and

          plan what to do next. Stephen is left alone.

                              STEPHEN

                    No...

                                                     DISSOLVE TO:

          INT. AVIL'S CAR. SAME TIME.

          Avil and Nora are sitting in a parking lot in front of

          Island Park, a spit of land between two parts of the Huron

          River.

                              AVIL

                    Yes, I remember.
                              NORA

                    I used to catch crayfish past that

                    tree over there. And do you

                    remember the merry-go-round?

                              AVIL

                    That evil thing?

                              NORA

                    Not evil! Fun! So much fun!

                              AVIL

                    That was the most dangerous

                    contraption any man ever designed.

                    And I was in a war! Darling, I'm

                    afraid I've been--

                              NORA

                    What?
                              AVIL

                    I... I can't stop you from doing

                    what you want I guess. But... Oh,

                    darling, you don't know things that

                    happen. You don't understand so

                    many things.

                              NORA

                    Tell me.

                              AVIL

                    I don't want to. There are things I

                    don't want you to understand.

                              NORA

                    Why?

                              AVIL

                    Because they're bad. They're not

                    meant for a beautiful young girl

                    who's free to make her own choices.

                    There is so much... So much that

                    needs to be purged from the world,

                    yet... Who can do it? I want so

                    much to protect you.

                              NORA

                    Garry wants to protect me, too.

                              AVIL

                    He's what I want to protect you

                    from.

                              NORA

                    I don't understand.

                              AVIL

                    You see this place, Nora? You

                    remember how you felt here as a

                    child? How sweet? How happy? Do you

                    think the world can be like this

                    again?

                              NORA

                    No, but since I've met Garry I

                    think it can still be a beautiful

                    place.

                              AVIL

                    Exactly. For him it has always been

                    this way, and will be for a long

                    time. He is of a sort that keeps

                    the vision of the simple child's

                    world far longer than the rest of

                    us do because he can. He has the

                    wherewithal, the substance to

                    thrive, to be coddled, loved by the

                    world for his beauty, his mind and

                    talent. We love our little gods, do

                    we not?

                              NORA

                    He's a boy, not a God.
                              AVIL

                    There are gods among men, my dear.

                    You and I are not.

                              NORA

                    Daddy, you don't make any sense.

                              AVIL

                    Gods destroy, dear. They destroy

                    everything they touch.

                              NORA

                    Daddy!

                              AVIL

                    It's not even their fault. They can

                    do nothing else.

                              NORA

          Angry.

                    Daddy, enough! You won't tell me

                    what you mean and you keep going

                    around and around about one thing

                    and another and children and gods

                    and you don't tell me anything!

                    I'm... I love you, but I'm leaving.

          She begins to get out of the car.

                              AVIL

                    Nora!

          He gets out of the car to go after her, making sure he has

          his gun first.

                                                     DISSOLVE TO:

          INT. HOUSE IN 1944. SHORT TIME AFTER WE WERE HERE LAST.

          Karl is still tied in the chair. Avil is looking out the

          boarded window carefully, waiting to see if and when Stephen

          returns.

                              KARL

                    Goddamned jews.

                              AVIL

                    Stop that nonsense.

                              KARL

                    You know I'm right. You do.

                              AVIL

                    You're stupid, like all of your

                    kind.

                              KARL

                    Hitler is stupid. That is why he is

                    important. He is the fool who could

                    precipitate the change, the monster

                    that could let us be.

                              AVIL

                    What riddles are these?

                              KARL

                    Us! We are the change. We are cream

                    of this world, man. You know it and

                    I know it.

                              AVIL

                    Shut up.

                              KARL

                    I suppose you just relish all the

                    brilliant people in America!

                              AVIL

                    I get by like any American.

                              KARL

                    They'll overwhelm you. All of us.

                    The jews, the niggers, the chinks.

                              AVIL

                    Shut up!

                              KARL

                    The foul things that crawl and

                    breed like rats. They will consume

                    us and the world. We will be left

                    with nothing but the shit they

                    leave of everything.

                              AVIL

                    You call them shit? YOU murder

                    entire families!

                              KARL

                    Hitler did it!

                              AVIL

                    But you support it.

                              KARL

                    What if I do? How many families has

                    your side killed?

                              AVIL

                    Not systematically! Not jews.

                              KARL

                    They were worthless.

                              AVIL

                    They're not worthless! There are

                    brilliant people in all races. I've

                    seen this. You have, too.

                              KARL

                    Yes, you're right. It is

                    unfortunate. It is wrong. I would

                    not do it the way the fuhrer does.

                    I would test them, find the

                    brilliant ones and kill the rest.

                              AVIL

                    Eugenics. Ass.

                              KARL

                    Someone has to do it, man! Someone

                    has to commit the crime to evolve

                    the race. It has to be. There is no

                    other hope for all of us.

                              AVIL

                    Education is hope.
                              KARL

                    It is a lie. You cannot educate

                    what is born and raised badly. You

                    cannot educate a family with no

                    care and no attention. You cannot

                    change what is brought bad.

                              AVIL

                    Perhaps.

                              KARL

                    This is our chance, man, our chance

                    to change it all.

                              AVIL

                    Shut up. You've lost.

                              KARL

                    I know we've lost. The war is over,

                    but the cause is just. The cause is

                    right.

                              AVIL

                    It cannot be.

                              KARL

                    There is hope!

                              AVIL

                    You have no idea how pathetically

                    comic you sound.

                              KARL

                    None do who truly try to make the

                    world better.

          A shot is fired outside. Avil runs to the boarded window and

          peers through a little opening.

                    That's a Birne 12-6 rifle. I can

                    tell by the sound.

                              AVIL

                    As can I.

                              KARL

                    It's an Italian gun. Why would

                    there be an Italian gun here?

                              AVIL

                    I don't know.

                              KARL

                    I do actually now that I think of

                    it. In 1941 FIAT made 125,000 Birne

                    rifles for the Strasser force. All

                    but 2300 of them proved worthless

                    of course in the weather, but the

                    2300 made in Naples were made with

                    a better grade of alloy and were

                    usable.

          Avil looks at him impressed.

                    Did you know I knew the war was

                    lost before we invaded Russia?

                              AVIL

                    I knew it was lost when it started.

                    Damn fool Hitler.

                              KARL

                    I know! I know! It should have been

                    done through negotiation and

                    intelligence, the way he took

                    power. Legally. Carefully. Not a

                    foolish, pompous war!

                              AVIL

                    True. War's solutions are

                    short-lived. How many languages do

                    you speak?

                              KARL

                    Seven. And I can pass at Hindi.

                              AVIL

          Slightly smirking.

                    I can speak Hindi.

                              KARL

          Smiles admiringly.

                    No one really understands great

                    works outside of their own country.

                    If you cannot read the original,

                    you are not truly understanding it.

                              AVIL

                    Yes.

                              KARL

                    Why are we on different sides?

                              AVIL

                    Because humans cannot do what you

                    have proposed to do.

                              KARL

                    We dare to act as God.

                              AVIL

                    They will be back soon.

                              KARL

                    And then what? What happens?

                              AVIL

                    You go to prison. After they

                    interrogate you.

                              KARL

                    I'll die first. You know I won't

                    them question me.

                              AVIL

                    Yes, I suppose.

                              KARL

                    What of you?

                              AVIL

                    What of me?

                              KARL

                    Will you let me die?

                              AVIL

                    You made your choices.

                              KARL

                    How old are you?

                              AVIL

                    22.

                              KARL

                    Let me go.

                              AVIL

                    of course not.
                              KARL

                    Let me go.

                              AVIL

                    Stop this!

                              KARL

                    I want to change. I want to change

                    the world. We both do.

                              AVIL

                    You're a murderer.

                              KARL

                    Yes, I am. And so are hundreds and

                    thousands of others who will come

                    home from this war and make the new

                    world.

                              AVIL

                    THEY'RE NOT LIKE YOU!

                              KARL

                    But YOU are! You say I'm evil, then

                    what of all the racists and bigots

                    in your country? In ALL countries?

                    They simply have no power, no

                    brains to do what I do. But they

                    WOULD!

                              AVIL

                    Which is why you're dangerous!

                              KARL

                    Which is why YOU are, too! You

                    agree with me. You know you do!

                              AVIL

                    I would not do what you--

                              KARL

                    But you WOULD! Had you the

                    opportunity, the mission, you

                    would've done as I did!

                              AVIL

                    No.

                              KARL

                    The first kill is the hardest. The

                    first premeditated death. I was

                    forced to do it, to harden me. I

                    had no choice.

                              AVIL

                    You're all lies.

                              KARL

                    No lie! Not now! They made me or I

                    would've been shot! Then I was

                    theirs. And I am theirs. But they

                    are dead, over. And I am alive.

                    What can I do now? The power is

                    gone! I am powerless to do more

                    than... Than grow.

                              AVIL

                    Stop this.

                              KARL

                    I am about to die! You think I

                    don't have a right to say what I

                    want?

                              AVIL

                    You're not going to die.

                              KARL

                    Of course I am. Let me go! You can

                    say I tricked you! Overpowered you!

                    They would expect that!

                              AVIL

                    So would I.

                                                          CUT TO:

          EXT. THE VETERANS CEMETERY ENTRANCE. EVE. SAME DAY.

          It is dark. Garry and Will enter the cemetery on foot.

                              WILL

                    Why here?

                              GARRY

                    I know how he thinks. That's why

                    here.

                              WILL

                    How who thinks? Her dad?

                              GARRY

                    Mmm-Hmm.

          He reaches into his pocket and pulls out a revolver and

          cocks it.

                              WILL

                    Holy fuck!

                              GARRY

                    He's got one.

                              WILL

                    Are you fucking kidding me? Where

                    did you get that?
                              GARRY

                    Professor Bevington's. That's why

                    we stopped. I'm not going to save

                    her by talking to him.

                              WILL

                    He's gonna KILL her?

                              GARRY

                    He might.

                              WILL

                    Fuck, man, get the POLICE!

                              GARRY

                    Too late.

                              WILL

                    You're fuckin' nuts!

                              GARRY

                    Then leave.

                              WILL

                    Garry, who are you, man? This isn't

                    you!

                              GARRY

                    Ass hole thinks he's smarter than

                    me.

                              WILL

                    You're scaring me!

                              GARRY

                    You remember the short cut up the

                    hill into the arboretum?

          Points.

                              WILL

                    I don't... Yeah.
                              GARRY

                    We go up there, we can catch him.

                    He'll be at the tomb. That's where

                    he wants it to be.

          He starts walking and Will reluctantly follows.

                              WILL

                    Where he wants what?

                              GARRY

                    Us.

                              STEPHEN'S VOICE

          Shouting from a distance behind them. Garry does not stop

          moving forward and so Will and eventually Stephen follow him

          as well.

                    Garry!

                              WILL

                    Mr. Roberts!

          Stephen comes running up to them.

                              GARRY

                    Get away, dad!

                              STEPHEN

                    No, Garry, no! Don't do this!

                    You'll ruin everything! Nothing

                    will be the same. Nothing!

                              GARRY

                    It's too late.

                              STEPHEN

                    Garry, let me do it. Let me talk to

                    him.

                              GARRY

                    No. Dad, what happened between you

                    two happened a million years ago.

                              STEPHEN

                    It happened yesterday! It happened

                    tomorrow! It never stops happening,

                    Garry! Please just let me talk to

                    him.

                              GARRY

                    Almost there.
                              EDDIE'S VOICE

          Also from a distance behind them.

                    I can hear 'em. They're over that

                    way.

                              WILL

                    Christ. A fuckin' party!

                              GARRY

          He moves ahead and breaks through the brush shouting.

                    STRICKLAND!

          He sees Nora sitting on the tomb alone.

                              NORA

                    Garry... He told me.

                              GARRY

                    Told you what?

                              NORA

                    What your father did. The prisoner.

                              GARRY

                    I--

                              NORA

                    My dad tried to stop him, but he

                    couldn't. And now you're trying to

                    avenge it because... Because you

                    can.

                              GARRY

                    Nora...

                              NORA

                    Garry, why?

          Avil steps out of the shadows.

                              AVIL

                    It's who he is.

                              GARRY

                    I hate you.

                              AVIL

                    No. In fact, you love me because

                    you are obsessed with your own

                    adventure. Your own justice. Your

                    own existence above law and

                    morals.

                              GARRY

                    Shut-up.

                              STEPHEN

          Breaking into the clearing.

                    Avil!

                              AVIL

                    Stephen.

          The others break into the clearing as well.
                              STEPHEN

                    Stop this!

                              AVIL

                    What are you going to do. young

                    man? Are you going to shoot me?

                              STEPHEN

          Pulling out his own gun.

                    Avil, I will shoot you!

                              GARRY

                    Dad! NO!

                              AVIL

                    If you must, Stephen. If you must

                    protect him.

                              NORA

                    Daddy, no!

          She runs to him.

                    Daddy, please! Put the gun down.

          To all of them.

                    ALL of you please stop this!

                              AVIL

                    Nora. I'm sorry.

                              STEPHEN

                    So help me, Avil!

          Garry raises his gun.

                    Garry, no!

          Suddenly they are all three pointing guns at each other.

                    Garry, you don't get it!

                                                          CUT TO:

          1944. EXT. APPROACHING THE HOUSE. LESS THAN AN HOUR AFTER WE

          LEFT IT.

          We see Stephen trudging back to the house with a cadre of

          British soldiers with him. He's gesturing for them to follow

          and we see, as he does, the house where Avil and Karl are.

          Stephen pushes open the door and the German captive is free

          and standing there holding a gun on him as is Avil. He looks

          at Avil.

                                                          CUT TO:

          EXT. THE TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER. SAME MOMENT WE LEFT.

          Stephen screams to Avil.

                              STEPHEN

                    WHY?!

                                                          CUT TO:

          DOUBLE SHOT OF AVIL IN 1944 AND PRESENT.

                              AVIL

          In the past and in the present.

                    Because we must accept our evil

                    before we can end it.

                                                          CUT TO:

          1944 ONLY.

          Stephen looks at the prisoner, who looks at him and notices

          the array of soldiers outside, looks over at Avil and smiles

          and spreads his arms holding the gun in his right hand,

          raising it towards Avil in a gesture of "I will shoot him

          eventually, but you have plenty of time to shoot me first",

          which Stephen does, many times.

          The German collapses smiling and tosses the gun away, and

          when the other soldiers come in all they see is Stephen with

          a smoking gun and the dead German on the floor.

                                                          CUT TO:

          THE PRESENT.

                              AVIL

          Pointing at Garry.

                    The boy is him, Stephen! The boy is me!
                              NORA

                    Daddy?

                              STEPHEN

                    NO!

                              AVIL

                    He's as evil as anyone! Look at

                    him! He would've done as he did! As

                    would I have!

                              STEPHEN

                    How dare you!

                              AVIL

                    Nora, look at them. Look at HIM.

          Gestures to Garry.

                    That is evil! All that human

                    potential!

          Enraged, Stephen shoots Avil in the stomach.

                    AIIIIIGGGHHHHHHHHH!

          Avil falls to the ground. Nora rushed to him. She looks at

          him and he at her.

                              NORA

                    Daddy!

                              AVIL

                    I had to make you see.

                              NORA

                    I don't understand!

                              AVIL

                    But you do. I'm sorry. You do.

          He collapses though still barely conscious. Nora holds him

          and slowly looks up at the assembled group, looking from

          person to person and finally focusing on Stephen and then

          Garry, and we can see a look of horror crossing her face as

          it fully dawns on her what they were capable of.

                                                     DISSOLVE TO:

          INT. NICHOLS PIZZA 3 MONTHS LATER.

          It is spring and we are back at the pizza place. Garry walks

          in. He is dressed as we remember, but he looks more somber.

          Belle and Lisa are not here. Nora, Will and Eddie are.

                              GARRY

          Looks over at Eddie in his office.

                    Hi, Eddie. How's it going?

                              EDDIE

                    I'm alive, mate. You here for my

                    girl?

                              GARRY

                    Yeah, I, uh... Yeah.
                              EDDIE

                    Right.

                              GARRY

          Walks over to Nora who we can see looks completely

          different. Her head is shaved and she's wearing very plain

          clothes. Her expression is vacant.

                    Hey.

          Nora says nothing. She just stares at him.

                    Look, I saw your dad. He's okay.

                    They say that, uh, he might, you

                    know, they might give him some home

                    time in the next few weeks.

          She barely nods her head.

                              WILL

          From across the room, just seeing Garry.

                    Hey! Where you been?

                              GARRY

                    Hey. Around. You okay?

                              WILL

                    Never better. I'm going out with

                    Belle!

                              GARRY

                    Yeah?

                              WILL

                    Yeah! It's great!

                              GARRY

                    Wow. That's that's... Wow.
                              WILL

          Nods his head, obviously concerned about Nora as everyone is.
                    You should... I mean the two of you

                    should... You know, come out with

                    us. Belle and I, you know?

                              GARRY

                    Yeah.

                              NORA

                    I have a headache.

                              GARRY

                    Hmm?

                              NORA

                    My head hurts.

                              GARRY

                    Oh. Do you... Wait, I don't have and aspirin?
                              NORA

                    My head hurts.

                              GARRY

                    Did you hear what I said about your dad?
                              NORA

                    My head hurts!

                              GARRY

                    Right. Um...

          Looks about as if to grab a lifeline from someone.

                    I can just walk down the road to

                    the drugstore and get you some

                    aspirin? What do you think?

          Nora says nothing, but continues working.

                    Okay, works for me, too.

          Garry Looks about the place again.

                    Anyone need anything?

          Faces just look back full of concern and a little fear.

                    Okay. Cool.

          He touches Nora's shoulder and she flinches a bit.

                    I'll be back.

          She doesn't look at him.

                    Right.

          He leaves by the front door.
                                                          CUT TO:

          EXT. THE ROAD OUTSIDE NICHOLS. IMMEDIATE.

          As Garry walks away from the place and on to the street we

          hear the music to Queen's song "39". As it plays, Garry

          passes people who are less affluent and the whole scene

          suddenly feels much more real than anything in the movie has

          before. It is as if suddenly Garry is in the real world

          whereas before he was in a magical perfect cocoon of youth

          and beauty. Now he's on a dusty road walking past poor

          looking kids, guys waiting from buses, litter, you name it.

          Finally, as the song nears its end he comes to a set of

          railroad tracks he needs to cross. Off in the distance you

          can see a train coming. Garry walks to the center of the

          tracks and looks down at the train coming towards him, but

          still far enough away to be no threat. At this point we hear

          the last bars and lyrics of the song: "For my life still

          ahead, pity me." And the screen goes dark.
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